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Annual General Meeting 

The Branch AGM was held on 25
th
 February, with 30 

members and the CAMRA SW Regional Director, 
Gareth Macdonald, in attendance. 

There were a couple of changes to the Committee, the 
most notable seeing Rob Coldwell replacing Leigh 
Norwood as Secretary. Roger Merrett replaced Gwyn 
Hughes as Social Secretary and Alastair Kerr became 
the newly appointed Young Members rep. A full listing 
of the 2015-2016 Committee can be found on our 
website at www.cheltenhamcamra.org.uk.  

The Branch Constitution, based on CAMRA’s model 
was unanimously accepted. Minutes of the meeting will 
be available to members on our website in due course. 
The first meeting of the new Committee will be on 
Monday 16

th
 March. All members are welcome to 

attend. Cheltenham CAMRA would like to thank The 
Beehive for hosting the event. 

 

Branch Awards 2015 

The winners of the 2015 Branch awards are: 

� Pub-of-the-Year, The Sandford Park Alehouse 

POTY Finalists: Jolly Brewmaster, Royal Union 

� Club-of-the-Year, Cheltenham Motor Club (CMC) 

COTY Finalists: Charlton Kings, St. Stephens 

Congratulations to both winners. See the events list 
below for details of the Club award presentations. All 
welcome, but please ensure you have your membership 
card with you for Club entry. POTY awards will be made 
in April. 

 

Pub News 

• Did you know that the award winning Cheltenham 
Motor Club has sold almost 1600 different beers 
over the last four years – at around 400 a year, that’s 
not bad for a back street private members club!  

• The Hewlett has undergone a cellar refit including 
having a new cask ale cooler installed. 

• The Frog & Fiddle held its annual Hollyfest charity 
event in late February and raised almost £7500. 

 

Brewery News 

 

Cotswold Lion have been busy tweaking 
their recipes. Having experimented with a 
New Zealand sourced yeast for its golden 
ales, its darker beers have also had a malt 
‘bill’ makeover.  

 

Prescott’s first craft brew, in its all new 
“Super Six” series is now in preparation. 
Brew No.1 will be a Black IPA coming in at 

about 6%. It’s the first of about half a dozen 
craft ales that the brewery is hoping to 
produce this year. The brewery has also 
completed its 500

th 
brew. 

 

April Social 

The April monthly social on Wednesday 8
th
 takes us out 

of town, to Bishops Cleeve. We recommend getting the 
‘D’ bus which leaves the town centre at 7:32pm and 
alight at Mill Parade. A reminder that after 7pm, you can 
get a £2.00 evening rider bus ticket. We’ll be starting at 
the Kings Head and may get out to Gotherington and 
Woodmancote as well. 
 

Gloucester Beer Festival 

A quick reminder that this year’s Gloucester Beer 
Festival takes place in the wonderful surroundings of 
the historic Blackfriars Priory on 24 - 25 April. Please 
see www.gloucesterbeerfestival.org.uk for more details. 

 

Fully trained up! 

We’d like to congratulate Al Graham who successfully 
completed CAMRAs Bar Management Training Course 
at the National Winter Ale Festival held in Derby, just 
weeks after fellow branch member John Crossley 
completed the same course at the Manchester Festival. 
Also in preparation for our festival, four of our members 
spent a day at CAMRA HQ in St. Albans training on the 
all important cooling system we’ll be using in August! 
 

Cheltenham Real Ale Festival 

Do you have a favourite beer, cider or perry that you’d 
like to see at our inaugural festival? Well, just visit the 
festival website and you’ll find a beer nomination form. 
Nominate today at www.cheltenhamcamra.org.uk/craf 

 

 

National Beer Scoring – Your view counts! 

As you’re hopefully aware, as a member of CAMRA, 
your view on the quality of the beers available in our 
Branch is important. Indeed, the pubs that are 
nominated for the Good Beer Guide or our own Pub-of-
the-Season (POTS) and Pub-of-the-Year (POTY) are 
down to you – the Members.  

 

For POTS, you can use the 
link available from our 
website. For POTY or GBG 
entries, you can visit ‘What 
Pub?’ http://whatpub.com, 
which hosts the National 
Beer Scoring System, the 
on-line CAMRA database 
which in addition to listing 
every pub in our Branch 
area – in fact lists over 
96% of the pubs in the UK 
which sell real ale! 
Go on, visit now and be 
part of the important 
selection processes.  
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National Pub of the Year

Congratulations to The Salutation in Ham which has 
been judged as CAMRA’s National Pub
2014. The pub plans to open its own micro
later this year. 

CAMRA National Director Abi Newton is seen 
Cheltenham Branch members at the award ceremony.

 

With the General Election coming up...

CAMRA would like you to lobby your Prospective 
Parliamentary Candidates (PPCs). On 7th May the UK 
will go to the polls for the General Election. We need 
your help to ensure the candidates standing in your 
area recognise how important community pubs and real 
ale are to you as a potential voter. 

CAMRA has produced a Manifesto for Pubs and Real 
Ale setting out our campaign priorities. We are asking 
election candidates to commit to the following pledges:

• Support well-run community pubs 

• Promote Britain’s 1,300 breweries 

• Represent pub goers and beer drinkers

Please visit http://act.ge2015.camra.org.uk/lobby/6
enter your postcode and follow the instructions to lobby 
all of your PPCs. Already, 319 candidates have pledged 
their support. Our goal is to secure the support of 1,000 
electoral candidates ahead of the General Election. 
Securing this support is vital to CAMRA delivering 
successful campaigns over the next five years so 
please do get involved. We’ll provide you with an update 
on which of our Cheltenham and Tewkesbury PPCs 
have signed up next month. 

 

Mon 16 Mar Branch Business Meeting

Wed 18 Mar Cheltenham Club-of-the

Fri 20 Mar Club-of-the-Year finalist award

Tue 24 Mar Club-of-the-Year finalist award

Wed 8 Apr Monthly Social, starting at 

Mon 13 Apr Branch Business Meeting, 

Please see our website for up
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Meanwhile, back in

Following January’s vote by
16 of the Infrastructure Bill, MP
favourably on Early Day Motion (EDM)
forward amendments to the General Permitted 
Development Order 1995 so that any demolition or 
change of use involving the loss of 
planning permission. The
Clause and EDM were very similar, which makes this 
vote slightly bizarre. Cheltenham MP Martin Horwood 
supported the Motion, Tewkesbury MP 
Robertson didn’t. 

 

CAMRA Discounts

The following pubs, clubs or shops are currently offering a discount to 
CAMRA members:

 

� Battledown Brewery – 10% on all sales.

� Favourite Beers – 10% off all purchases.

� Greatfield – 20p off all ales, all day, every day.
ales are just £2.49. 

� Old Restoration – 10% of all purchases, except Mondays when 
all ales are £2.00. 

� The Plough, Prestbury – 10% off all real ales on Wednesdays.

� Sandford Park Alehouse –
Mondays. 

Other Discounts

� Feathered Fish – On Mondays, al
for £2.00. 

� Wetherspoons – Mondays 
customers. CAMRA vouchers can now also be used to purchase 
real cider, where available. 

 
The small print: Please note that you must present your CAMRA 

membership card at time of purchase and that these discounts are at 
the discretion of the licensee / owner and are subject to change.

 

And finally...

We will be hosting a visit by Bristol CAMRA on Sat 2
May. All members are invited to join us and make our 
visitors welcome. More details next month.

Cheers!

CAMRA Cheltenham 

Events 

Business Meeting, Quaich, at 7:30pm. Members only. 

the-Year winners award presentation to Cheltenham

finalist award presentation to Charlton Kings Club at 

finalist award presentation to St Stephens Club at 8:00pm

, starting at The Kings Head, Bishops Cleeve, from 8:00pm

Business Meeting, Royal Union, at 7:30pm. Members only. 

Please see our website for up-to-date information 

If you’d like to be added to the mailing list for this newsletter, then 
please send an email to cheltcamrasocial@gmail.com. 
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