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Branch Launch Event Report 

Our long awaited Branch launch event took place on 
the 4

th
 October at the Sandford Park Alehouse (SPA). 

Almost 200 members and guests were in attendance. 
Following the opening speeches by Branch Chair, 
Veronica Emary, CAMRA SW Regional Director Gareth 
MacDonald and SPA owner Grant Cook, the assembled 
crowd were entertained by a pianist and The WassAlers 
– a 6-piece harmony group. 

The launch event was used to formally announce 
that the inaugural Cheltenham CAMRA Real Ale 
Festival – “The Town Hall Takeover”, will take place 
on 14

th
 and 15

th
 August next year. 

Cheltenham Branch would like to thank Grant Cook 
and the staff of the SPA for their hospitality and food, all 
those that donated prizes for the raffle and our local 
brewers, Battledown, Cotswold Lion and Prescott, 
together with Gloucester and Oakham Ales for their 
support to the evening. 

A raffle on the night raised about £130 for Branch 
funds. Pictures from the event can be seen overleaf. 
 

Autumn Pub-of-the-Season (POTS) 
Judging is now underway for the Autumn POTS. 

Who will join the Royal Union, The Greatfield and The 
Plough, as previous winners of this award? Well, that’s 
down to you! Please see our website and follow the link 
from the front page to make sure your suggestion is 
counted. The voting closes at the end of this month. 
 

South West Club-of-the-Year 
Congratulations once again to Neil and staff at the 

Cheltenham Motor Club (CMC) which has been voted 
South West Regional Club-of-the-Year (COTY) 2014. 
Neil can be seen below, accepting the award from the 
SW Region RD, Gareth MacDonald. We wish Neil every 
success in going forward towards the National Finals. 

 
 
Pub News 

• Last month, we briefly mentioned that The Kemble 
is up for lease or sale. It comes after the present 
licensee, Chris Baylis, calls ‘time’ on his 30 year 
career in the industry. He’ll be staying on until Punch 
Taverns can find a suitable replacement. 

• Our Spring POTS and new GBG entry, The 
Greatfield, is to increase its number of hand-pumps 
from four to nine. It will also be hosting a Charity 
Christmas Fare on 18

th
 November. 

• Congratulations to The Retreat, which has just won 
‘Best Pub/Bar’ in the Taste of Gloucestershire 2014 
awards. 

• Got any pub news of your own – then send it to 
news@cheltenhamcamra.org.uk and you might even 
see it in print!  

 

Brewery News 

 

Cotswold Lion. Look out now for Hogget, a 
new 3.8% ale which may well become part of 
the brewers core range. 

 

Prescott Ales have just launched their ‘Land 
Lords Race Club’, whereby loyal customers 
have a chance to win tickets for the famous 
Hill Climb circuit, from which the brewery 
takes its name. Landlords or Licensees 
should contact the brewery for full details. 

 

Fancy a pint in Bath? 

Then why not join us on our visit to this wonderful 
city? We’ll be getting the 10:25 train on Saturday 22

nd
 

November, so if you’re interested, then please let Gwyn  
our social secretary (social@cheltenhamcamra.org.uk) 
know you’re coming. 

 

Wanted – Beer Tasters! 

The second round of judging for the 2016 Good Beer 
Guide has started and we’d like you to help with the 
selection process. We’ll be visiting several 
establishments over the next couple of months and the 
more people that get involved the better our 
recommendations will be. 

We visit a number of venues weekly and score them 
according to the official CAMRA criteria. If you can 
spend a few hours a week on this rewarding task, then 
please contact our Branch pubs officer, John at 
pubs@cheltenhamcamra.org.uk and he’ll provide you 
with all the details. 

 

Time to Pick a Winner 

Who will succeed Timothy Taylor’s Boltmaker as 
next year’s Champion Beer of Britain (CBOB)? Well, 
you can have your say, so why not nominate an ale 
from one of our Branch breweries? 

All CAMRA members are invited to nominate their 
choices via the national website and be part of the 
process to choose the next winner. Members should log 
on to the CBOB website www.cbobvoting.org.uk – using 
the details you use to access the members’ area of the 
national website. Nominations close on 30

th
 November. 

 

Spotlight on the Key Campaigns of CAMRA 

Campaign 3 – The focus of this campaign is on 
increasing consumer awareness of real ales, real ciders 
& real perries. 

The Get Real! campaign promotes different 
elements of real ale including the awareness of the low 
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calories in real ale, the range of colours, smells and 
tastes and large numbers of breweries and real ales 
regularly brewed in Britain, now approaching 1,200 
breweries brewing over 5,000 regular beers. 

In The Cyclops Campaign, CAMRA works with the 
brewing industry to promote the sensory beer scheme 
that uses simple, clear descriptors to explain what a 
beer looks, smells and tastes like. It also gives each 
beer a score out of five for bitterness and sweetness. 
Approximately 300 breweries are now accredited to 
Cyclops. More details can be found at 
www.cyclopsbeer.co.uk. 

A new marketing campaign was launched in 2013 
titled “Real Cider And Perry Grows On Trees”. The 
campaign was launched to the pubs that are signed up 
to CAMRA’s national real cider and perry initiative and 
includes a variety of material to help pubs and festivals 
raise consumer awareness of these drinks. If your pub 
sells real cider or perry and hasn’t signed up, then why 
not have a word with the landlord? 

 

Cider Pub-of-the-Year 2015 
The search is now on for National Cider POTY 2015 

and CAMRA are looking for nominations for the 
competition. This award is for the best pub in Britain that 
promotes and encourages the sale of quality real cider 
or perry. There are a few contenders in Cheltenham, 
so please visit http://tinyurl.com/pwcm2uf before the 
closing date of 30

th
 November to nominate them. 

 

 

CAMRA Discounts 

The following pubs, clubs or shops are currently offering 
a discount to CAMRA members: 
 

� Battledown Brewery – 10% discount on all sales. 

� Favourite Beers – 10% off all purchases. 

� Greatfield – 20p off all ales, all day, every day. On 
Mondays, all ales are just £2.50. 

� Old Restoration – 10% of all purchases, except 
Mondays when all ales are £2.00. 

� The Plough, Prestbury – 10% off real ale on 
Wednesdays. **NEW** 

� Sandford Park Alehouse – 10% off all real ale and 
cider on Monday nights. 

� Wetherspoons – Mondays – most ales are £1.99. 
Vouchers can now also be used to purchase real 
cider, where available. 

 

The small print: Please note that you must present your CAMRA 
membership card at time of purchase and that these discounts are at 
the discretion of the licensee / owner and are subject to change. 
 

And finally ... 
The Branch Christmas Party will take place on 

Thursday 11
th
 December. We’ll be visiting Cheltenham 

Balti on Suffolk Road for the meal, but to give us some 
idea of numbers, please contact our social secretary 
(address above) to let him know you’re coming. 

 

Cheers! 
CAMRA Cheltenham Branch

 

Photos from the Branch Launch event – more can be seen on our Facebook page 

. 
 

 

Events 

Wed 5 Nov Presentation to the Plough of its Summer POTS award, at 7:30pm 

Thu 13 Nov November Social, starting at the Feathered Fish, from 8:00pm 

Tue 18 Nov Community event at the Greatfield, starting at 7:00pm. 

Sat 22 Nov Branch visit to Bath, by train. See the website for further details. 

Tue 25 Nov November Business meeting, The Albion Club, from 8:00pm 

Thu 11 Dec Branch Christmas Party at Cheltenham Balti. See the website for further details. 

Please see our website for up-to-date information 
 

  

CAMRACheltenham 

If you’d like to be added to the mailing list for this newsletter, then 
please send an email to cheltcamrasocial@gmail.com. 
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