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National Runner-Up 
Cheltenham Motor Club (CMC)  has been voted a Runner-Up  in the CAMRA National Club-of-the-Year  competition. A 
previous winner in 2013, the club reached the final four again, as it did last year, in a competition that encompasses 
almost 28,000 establishments across the country. Since being nominated early last year, the club has undergone a refit 
and introduced an increased range of real ciders. Congratulations once again to Club Steward Neil Way and his staff on 
maintaining a consistently high standard. The winning club was The Albatross RAFA Club, in Bexhill-on-Sea. 
 

Branch Awards 2016 
We are pleased to announce that the winners of the 2016 Branch awards are:- 

Pub-of-the-Year , The Sandford Park Alehouse and Club-of-the-Year , Cheltenham Motor Club (CMC) 
Congratulations to both winners who now go forward in the respective National competitions for the chance to retain / 
regain their National Titles.  We will be making presentations to both winners the details of which will follow in next 
month’s Cheers. 

No cut this year 
This year’s budget, delivered on the 15th March, featured a freeze in the beer duty rate. This comes after 3 consecutive 
years of penny cuts. However, welcomed reductions in stamp duty and business rates (in England) should help to keep 
small community pubs open. More campaigning news can be seen below. 

 
April is Community Pubs Month 

Several of our pubs will this month be celebrating Community Pubs Month. Our website will list those we know are doing 
something this month, so if your local has anything special planned, such as a quiz, charity fundraiser or beer festival, 
then please let us know. Email news[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk with the details and we’ll add it to the website. 

 

Upcoming “Ale Ambles” 

Wednesday 6 th April Wednesday  4th May 

 

Destination: Bristol 
Public Transport: By rail (CrossCountry) 
Departing from: Platform One at 11:00 

 

Destination: Chepstow 
Public Transport: By rail (Arriva Trains Wales) 

Departing from: Platform One  at 10:45 

Further details of both trips can be obtained from Veronica Emary at social[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk 
COMPANY LOGOS ACKNOWLEDGED  

 
In addition to these trips, we are planning a trip to the Valleys! Join us on Saturday 9 th  April  on a visit to Pontypridd  and 
Trefforest . We’ll be getting the 09:10 train from the railway station and changing in Cardiff. 
 
Also on Saturday April 16th Bill from Tewkesbury CAMRA is organising a coach trip to Birmingham's Best Boozers 
(including POY GOLD winner The Inn On The Green’s Beer Festival).Â  He has invited Cheltenham CAMRA members to 
join the merry group and if you are interested would you please contact Bill direct at bill[at]tewkesburycamra.org.uk. 

 

How much should a half cost? 
Have you been overcharged for a half? You’d expect that if you ordered a half, you’d only be charged around half the cost 
of a full pint. However, research by CAMRA shows that in some cases, the cost of a half is disproportionate to the cost of 
a full pint. In the most extreme case, (thankfully not in Cheltenham) where the pub was charging £4.25 for a pint, a half 
would cost you £2.95! CAMRA recognises that there may be a need for pubs to round up to the nearest five pence, but 
the wide differences in premium suggests that some pubs are unfairly penalising customers trying to drink responsibly by 
choosing half pint measures. 

So, by way of a straw poll, is there a pub in Cheltenham that is following this unfair practice? The pub should clearly 
display a price list, so please let us know at news[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk with ‘Half Pint’ in the subject line. 
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Gloucester CAMRA Beer Festival 
Now in its fourth year, the Gloucester Beer Festival 
takes place on the 22nd-23rd April  in the wonderful 
Blackfriars venue. A beer and cider will be published on 
the branch website www.gloucesterbeerfestival.org.uk/ 
nearer the event. 

Cheltenham Real Ale Festival (CRAF) 2016 
Planning continues apace for this year’s CRAF, which 
takes place in the Town Hall from 26th-28th August . As 
always, volunteers are the life blood of any festival, so 
why not join us? For more info and to sign up, please 
visit www.cheltenhamcamra.org.uk/craf/volunteers/  

 

Pub, Club and Other News  

• Favourite Beers  have re-launched their draught beer offering. Four ‘craft’ beers – including three on KeyKegs to 
satisfy the real ale enthusiasts - are available. The draft beers are available to drink in or to take away. 

• The Quaich  will be closing 24th April and following refurbishment will be opening with a new landlord in charge. 
• If you have any pub news of your own, then please send it to news[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk and subject to 

confirmation, you might even see it in print!  
 

Brewery News 

    

Tel: 01242 693409 
battledownbrewery.com 

Tel: 01242 870164 
cotswoldlionbrewery.co.uk 

Tel: 07887 537356 
deyabrewing.com 

Tel: 07526 934866 
prescottales.co.uk 

• Look out for ‘specials’ from Prescott . Try Once, Be Converted , at 4.2% ABV, was brewed for the 6-Nations Rugby, 
whilst the hoppy 4.0% ABV Horse Power  is being brewed for the Cheltenham Festival. 

• Cotswold Lion  meanwhile, are celebrating the Festival with Over The Sticks  (3.6% ABV). 

• The installation of the 10BBL plant at Deya Brewing , situated on the Lansdown Industrial Estate continues. The first 
test brews of the keg conditioned beer are expected to begin shortly. 

• In 1998, brewing at the Flowers Brewery in Henrietta Street ended. [I remember it well, as at the time I was doing an 
Open University degree and one of my fellow students was a chemist at the brewery. He gave me a personal tour 
which included sampling the last ever batch of Flowers Original to be brewed there! - Ed] Now 18 years later brewing 
is set to return to the site as news reaches us that the Brewhouse & Kitchen  chain, whose establishments feature a 
micro-brewery and has an outlet in Gloucester Quays, is coming to Cheltenham. A new premises licence application 
for a unit within The Brewery complex has been lodged with Cheltenham Borough Council.  

• Gloucester Brewery  is to start selling its monthly specials as unfined beers. This means they will be sold with a 
degree of haziness, which will be clearly indicated on the pump clip. The existing core range continues to be fined. 

 

Campaigning News 
An announcement of a £3.6 million Community Pub Business Support Programme comes as a major boost to prevent the 
threat of closure for local pubs in England through support for community ownership. CAMRA's Chief Executive Tim Page 
commented: "CAMRA welcomes this news from the Community Pubs Minister. Pubs play a key role in communities, 
increasingly providing services which go above and beyond their traditional role. This programme will provide 
groundbreaking and comprehensive support for communities seeking to buy local pubs to save them from closure." The 
Programme recognises the valuable contribution our pubs make in our villages, towns and cities, and brings confidence 
to communities who want to keep their pub open for business. 

Cheltenham CAMRA branch has actively campaigned for the preservation of local pubs by encouraging communities and 
pub-goers to persuade the council to list their pub as an Asset of Community Value (ACV). We currently have 3 pubs 
listed as an ACV, with a dozen more, in both Cheltenham and Tewkesbury, going through the ACV nomination process. 

 
And finally ...  
Fancy getting a six-pack from your six-pack? Health food retailer Muscle Food has created a high protein beer which 
contains the same amount of protein as a sirloin steak. Every bottle or Barbell Brew contains about 22g of protein. Not 
bad for a 3.6% ABV (wheat) beer. It’s even gluten free! 
 

Cheers! 
CAMRA Cheltenham Branch 
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CAMRA Discounts 
The following establishments are currently offering a CAMRA discount 

The small print: Please note that you must present your CAMRA membership card at time of 
purchase and that these discounts are at the discretion of the licensee and are subject to change 

Bank House (JDW) On Mondays, all customers can get 20p off a pint Moon Under Water (JDW) On Mondays, all customers can get 20p off a pint 

Battledown Brewery 10% on all sales The Plough, Prestbury 10% off all real ales on Wednesdays 

Favourite Beers 10% off all cash purchases The Restoration 10% off all ales. On Mondays all ales are £2.00 

Feathered Fish On Mondays, real ales are £2.50 Sandford Park Alehouse 10% off all real ale and cider on Mondays 

The Greatfield 20p off all ales every day. On Monday, ales are £2.49 The Spectre On Tuesdays, all real ales are £2.50 

 

Events 

Wed 6th Apr Ale Amble to Bristol. See above for details. 

Sat 9th Apr Saturday outing by train to Pontypridd and Trefforest. See above for details. 

Wed 13th Apr Branch Monthly Social, starting in the Adam & Eve from 8:00pm 

Sat 9th Apr Tewkesbury CAMRA coach trip to Birmingham's Best Boozers.  See above for details 

Tue 19th Apr Open Branch Business Meeting, The Bayshill from 7:30pm 

22nd–23rd Apr Gloucester Beer Festival, Blackfriars. 

Wed 4th May Ale Amble to Chepstow. See above for details. 

Listing correct at time of publication. Please check our website for the latest information 
 


