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Branch Launch Event – Saturday 4th October

Following last month’s confirmation that Cheltenham is
to become a full branch - effective from September 1st,

the committee are busy planning a grand launch.

All Cheltenham CAMRA members are invited to the
event, which takes place at our current Pub-of-the-Year,
the Sandford Park Alehouse, from 7:00pm. Our three

breweries will be represented and you will have a
chance to meet the brewers.

Please note that you will need to show your  CAMRA
membership card for entry.

Further details will be available via regular updates by
email and on our web and social media sites.

Gloucestershire Beer of the Year 2014

Congratulations  to  Cotswold  Spring, whose
3.9% Old Sodbury Mild (OSM) was voted as
Gloucestershire  Beer  of  the  Year  (BOTY)  at
this year’s Cotswold Beer Festival (Postlip). It
was also voted beer of the festival.

Spotlight on GL53

Our sub-branch covers the GL50 – GL53 post code
areas. This month, we look at  GL53, which lies to the
south  of  our  sub-branch  area,  and  includes  Charlton
Kings, Elkstone, Ullenwood and Colesbourne.

At the time of writing, this area has 5 pubs that are
part of the  LocAle scheme, i.e. guarantee to regularly
serve an ale from a brewery within 30 miles of the pub.
They include the Somerset Arms. 

Another scheme - which aims to improve the quality
of  real  ale  -  is  Cask  Marque.  In  GL53,  the
Colesbourne  Inn (Colesbourne),  Seven  Springs
(Coberley)  and  the  Norwood  Arms all  have  CM
accreditation.

The  Exmouth,  Moon  Under  Water*,  Royal  and
Highwayman (Elkstone)  are  members  of  both
schemes. Starred pubs are in the current edition of The
Good Beer Guide.

Because this post code covers a large geographical
area,  we need volunteers to keep us up to date with
news from pubs in this region. Please forward any news
to the address shown at the bottom of the page.

Pub and Club News

 Congratulations to  the customers  at  The Bayshill,
who  raised  £1000  in  support  of  the  Firefighter’s
Charity as a thank you to the crews who saved the
pub following a fire earlier this year...

 ...and to the customers of  The St Georges Vaults,
who sponsored landlord Del Barnes, to overcame his
fear of heights, in raising over £350 on behalf of the
daughter of one of his regulars.

 The Fairview has closed again – despite the efforts
of the local community to make a go of it. Enterprise
says the closure is temporary.

 The  freehold  of  The  Parrot in  North  Place  is
available for a reported £495,000. Any takers?

 And congratulations once again, to the Cheltenham
Motor Club, this year’s sub-branch Club-of-the-Year.

Presentations

Steward Neil Way is seen accepting the 2014 Cheltenham
Club-of-the-Year award from Branch Chair, Veronica Emary.

 

Jared Brown, owner of the Gloucester Brewery, is seen
accepting the Brown’s Brown memorial award for its Dockside

Dark, won following an on-line vote earlier this year.

Brewery News

Battledown’s Black, a 7.2% Imperial stout,
was runner up in its category at Postlip.

Cotswold  Lion. Hot  on  the  heels  of  the
Banksy  inspired  GC-ALE-Q,  comes  the
summer  version,  GC-PALE-Q,  which  has
been commissioned especially for Favourite
Beers.

Prescott Ales’s 4.1% Chequered Flag was
another runner up at Postlip, this time in the
best bitter category.

Log a Beer

Have  you  seen  a  beer  that  you  might  not  get
anywhere else in Cheltenham? Well, why not report it?
Visit  the  ‘Interactive’  area  of  our  website,
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http://www.cheltenhamcamra.org.uk/interact.php where
you can actually log a new brew. 

Get Involved!

Without members getting active within CAMRA, the
organisation  would  not  exist.  Thousands  of  members
across Britain kindly give up some of their time to act-
ively support the Campaign for Real Ale. 

Volunteering should be fun and there are a number
of different ways you can become active within CAMRA.
Here is just a small list of things that may be of interest
to you:

 Surveying local pubs for the Good Beer Guide;

 Pulling a few pints at your local beer festival;

 Distributing campaigns publicity material to local
pubs;

 Writing to your MP to encourage them to sign
one of our petitions;

 Writing articles for your local CAMRA newsletter
or website.
We are just  one of  about  200 local  branches that

need support.  A great  way to get  to know other local
members is to attend one of our socials which could be
a pub trail or a visit to a local brewery. This would give
you a great opportunity to find out what is on offer.

So, drop us a line or give us a call. We will be de-
lighted to hear from you! 

Good Beer Guide 2015

The  2015 Good Beer  Guide is  published  on  11th

September. Members can pre-order a copy for just £10
(plus  P&P),  by  calling  01727  867201  or  visiting
www.camra.org.uk/shop. However, you can save on the
P&P  by  coming  along  to  the  September  social  and
picking up a copy personally.

Visit the world’s biggest pub...

On Thursday 14th August, Gloucestershire branches

will be joining forces for our annual visit to the Great

British  Beer  Festival  at  Olympia  in  London.   Please
contact  Steve  Merrett  via  email  at
stevethebrewer@googlemail.com or on 0794 141 9841

if you’d like to join us.

Fancy a trip to Rugby?

On  Saturday  30th August  we’ll  be  joining  up  with
Tewkesbury sub-branch for a trip to Rugby. There are a
few places  left  on  the  coach,  which  leaves  from the
Royal  Well  at  9:30am.  If  you’d  like  to  join  us,  then
please  contact  Veronica  to  book  your  place,  at
chair@cheltenhamcamra.org.uk. 

CAMRA Discounts

The following pubs, clubs or shops are currently
offering a discount to CAMRA members:

 Battledown Brewery – 10% discount on all sales.

 Favourite Beers – 10% off all purchases.

 Greatfield –  20p  off  all  ales,  all  day  every-day,
except Mondays when all ales are just £2.49.

 Old Restoration  – 10% of  all  purchases,  except
Mondays when all ales are £2.00.

 Sandford Park Alehouse – 10% off all real ale and
cider on Monday nights.

 Wetherspoons  – As well  as  their  normal  offers,
members vouchers can now be used to purchase
real cider.

The small print: Please note that you must present your CAMRA
membership card at time of purchase and that these discounts are
at the discretion of the licensee / owner and are subject to change.

And finally ... a little bit of Cheltenham in Glasgow
(sort of)!

Did  you  notice  the  small  wooden bowls  that  were
being  given  to  the  medallists  at  the  Commonwealth
Games? Well, they’re actually known as  Quaich’s, but
weren’t  provided by the Cheltenham pub of  the same
name!

Events

Wed 13 Aug Spring Pub-of-the-Season presentation to the Greatfield from 7:30pm

Thu 14 Aug Gloucestershire Branch annual pilgrimage to the GBBF. See above for details

16/17 Aug GWR 1st Summer Ale & Steam Festival, Winchcombe & Toddington Stations.

Tue 26 Aug Sub-branch Business Meeting at Favourite Beers, from 8:00pm

Sat 30 Aug Sub-branch visit to Rugby. See above for details.

Mon 1 Sep The BRANCH is born!

Thu 11 Sep Branch September Social, starting at the Exmouth, from 8:00pm

Please see our website for up-to-date information

If you’d like to be added to the mailing list
for this newsletter, please send an email

to cheltcamrasocial@gmail.com.
Follow us by searching

for “Cheltenham Camra”

For all the latest news and events, please
visit our sub-branch website at
www.cheltenhamcamra.org.uk 
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