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Neil Way, club steward, heard the news organises a curry night where CAMRA and 
confidentially some months ago that he had motor sport members join to go to a different 
won this highly acclaimed CAMRA award.  restaurant each month (and that is on Neil's 
Unfortunately, it was relayed to him one day off!).  Four beer festivals are held each 
evening by a phone call when he was serving year and money is raised for different 
in the club.  The tears of joy that overcame charities.  It is of interest to note that Neil has 
Neil were rather a giveaway to the members sold over 300 different beers over the past 
present in the club at the time!  However, as year (not including those extra barrels for the 
instructed, we all had to keep the news secret festivals).
for some time.  It was not easy! The club really is part of the community and 
Eventually, the great day came when Neil everyone is very friendly and caring.  On 
was to receive the award (run in association Saturday lunchtimes some members bring in 
with Club Mirror) which was presented by food – cheese/biscuits etc. and a picnic is 
John Holland, Chairman of CAMRA Clubs held at the bar!
Committee (he had travelled all the way from Neil came to the Cheltenham Motor Club as 
Gateshead!).  There were many people at the steward in 2005 firstly working part time.  
Club to witness the event and congratulate When the club moved to its present premises 
both Neil and George (his wife).  To name a in 1998 there was one hand pump.  There has 
few – our regional director, Ian Packham, since been a steady growth in the sales of 
Sean Ferris, Editor of Club Mirror, Kevin real ale and a cutting down of keg beers and 
Smith the Chairman of the Motor Club, Andy lagers (including Guinness!).   He usually has 
Frape - Gloucestershire Branch Chairman,  three changing hand pumps and two regulars, 
Keith Spencer from CAMRA National Stroud Tom Long and Salopian Oracle.  
Executive and an Echo photographer, plus There is also a real cider on tap.  If you have 
many CAMRA members and club members.  not been there already you must drop in. You 
George put on a super spread of food and don't realise what you are missing!  CAMRA 
much laughter and warmth was extended to membership cards are accepted and a 
them both.  member of the club will sign you in.
This is indeed a prestigious award, won Here's to many more years of drinking the 
against 28,000 other clubs from all over fantastic beers on offer at Cheltenham Motor 
Britain.   In the final judging, the Motor Club Club!  Cheers!
was up against Darlington Snooker Club, Co. 

Veronica EmaryDurham;  Leyton Orient Supporters Club, 
London and Nunsfield Social Club, 
Derbyshire.  

Cheltenham Motor Club (with Neil at the 
steering wheel) has been South West 
Regional winner on no less than 6 occasions 
in the past 7 years.  Neil has said that his 
main goal in life was to win National Club of 
the Year – he has at last achieved this.   Well 
done Neil!

I must not forget George's contribution to this 
award.  As Neil says “She is my rock”.  She 
also maintains the best ladies loo in 
Cheltenham – flowers, hand-cream, perfume, 
etc.  (I haven't inspected the gents!).   George 
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Cheltenham Motor Club - CAMRA National Club of 2013

Neil with John Holland(L) & Sean Ferris(R)



transformed the pub by ripping out all the Other Pub News
'rubbish' that was left behind and transforming 

The Full Moon at Synwell, Wotton- the bar into a beer drinkers paradise.
Under-Edge, is being threatened with 

Gary and licencee Giles Darby are adamant ale demolition with the site used for housing.  
fans. There are no jukebox or fruit machines, A “Synwell Community Action Group” 
conversation rules the place! They have has been set up to campaign against these 
installed 8 handpumps with 2 beers being proposals and they have secured one 
'house' beers, they are Batemans Yella Belly & significant victory.  As of 28 May the Full 
North Cotswolds Windrush. The other 6 are Moon has been listed as an ‘Asset of 
regularly changing. They have even supported Community Value’.  If you don’t know 
CAMRA's Mild Month with 5 very good milds.what that means turn now to page 20 and 
There are also 8 Ciders on tap ( bag in box ) to beyond and read all about it.  We wish the 
go along with 21 belgian beers, with most of very best of luck to the campaign.
those in bottles.

The Marlborough Arms in Cirencester 
The Sandford Park Ale House, a new free was closed by Punch Taverns and sold by 
house at 20 High Street, Cheltenham, opened auction towards the middle of April this 
its doors on St George's Day.  Grant Cook who year after it started losing customers!! It 
is the landlord has spent considerable time and was bought by Gary Burlison of Burlison 
effort to convert this once gay night club to an Inns Ltd and straight away Gary brought in 
ale house.  It has taken around 16 months since his crew of men. In a short 13 days they 
the first approach was made to buy this 

The superb Old Spot in Dursley has regained the title of Gloucestershire Pub of the Year which 
it held for 4 straight years from 2006 to 2009.  In 2007 and 2009 it went on to become the 
winner in the whole of the SW region and of course the first of those wins led to a famous 
victory as CAMRA’s National Pub of the Year.  Since then it has been narrowly beaten by the 
excellent Salutation at Ham but now it can go on to have another crack at the title!
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Old Spot is Gloucestershire Pub of the Year
for the 5th time

The Old Spot of course was the old Fox 
& Hounds, bought from Whitbread in 
1993 by Ric and Ellie Sainty and rapidly 
rescued from its rundown state and built 
up into one of the best pubs in the 
county.

In 2001 Ric & Ellie decided to take 
things easy at last and Steve and Belinda 
Herbert took on the running of the pub.  
They continued the good work and by 
the time Ric sadly died in 2008 he had 
seen his creation voted the best in the 
land.  Congratulations once again to 
Steve and Belinda - and to Ellie who has 
not gone into retirement, but as some of 
you may know opened her own pub two 
years ago, the Old Badger in Eastington.

The presentation by branch chairman Andrew Frape
(l-r) Andrew Frape, Ellie Sainty, Belinda & Steve Herbert

continued on p.7
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CIDER & CHEESE FESTIVAL
Friday 28th - Sunday 30th June, Noon til Midnight.

BOAT INN CHARITY HOPS, APPLES AND GRAPES FESTIVAL
Friday 13th - Sunday 15th September, Noon til Midnight.

VISIT boat-inn.co.uk FOR FULL DETAILS





continued from p.4

building.  As you may know, it is a listed 
building and was built around 1820.   There 
were some structural problems such as dry 
rot and a leaky roof and a new wooden 
staircase has been added replacing the metal 
spiral staircase.  There are five distinct 
drinking areas (including a snug with a wood 
burning stove) and a section with bar 
billiards.   The furnishings are modern with 
Aztec patterned fabric on the benches and 
chairs.  It is bright and clean.  There is a 
monitor on the wall above the bar showing 
the changing beers on tap.  A garden Belgian and other continental beers will 
overlooking Sandford Park has been quite a ensure the quality of the beer remains at its 
draw in the few hot days we have recently present high standard.
had.  There are two meeting rooms which The opening of the Ale House will, in my 
will soon be available for hire.  opinion, greatly enhance the area for the beer 
Now, to get to the important thing – the ale!  drinker where there are already several real 
There are 10 hand pumps with a variety of ale pubs – the Strand, Restoration and Swan, 
beer from breweries all over the UK not forgetting the Kemble which is not too 
including 3 from Oakham on the impressive far away.   All should benefit from this new 
wooden bar and 16 taps on the wall for craft addition.
beer.  The changing real cider on the first Good luck to Grant and the staff.
hand pump is often supplemented by cider 

Veronica Emaryand perry in boxes on the back bar.  The craft 
beers include kreik from Belgium and 
kellerbier from Bavaria.

Grant has come from Leicester where he ran 
the Swan and Rushes very successfully for 
11 years.  Indeed, I remember going there 
before a rugby match many years ago.  It has 
been in the Good Beer Guide for many years, 
and still is.  All his experience in 
cellarmanship and his expert knowledge of 
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Grant behind the bar at the 
Sandford Park Ale House

CAMRA National
Club of the Year

2013

Thanks Geoff!
As indicated last time Geoff Sandles, who 
has edited the tippler for the last 11 years, 
has finally stepped down and in fact for 
this issue circumstances have prevented 
him playing any significant part.  So a 
huge vote of thanks to Geoff for a superb 
achievement in making the tippler a first 
rate magazine able to compete among the 
best. And apologies for any shortcomings 
this time! Martin Parker

(Caretaker editor)



clearest conditions for years. In the company The Hunter’s Column
of the Morris Men from the Forest of Dean 

As A Newent and Lassington Oak, plus a real life bard, we 
saw in the May Day morn and tripped the For one reason or another recently, I keep 
light fantastic (some of us sort of limped) finding myself in Newent. I don't mean 
around the crown of trees, on the summit. exclusively in the spiritual sense, more 
The Morris teams or 'sets' were heartily geographical, but there's something, well 
supported and fortified by May Hill Brewery, several things, that I like about this 
with their  bottle conditioned ales, Summit unhurried, little, market town that hovers 
and Well Good, which summed it all up over the Forest of Dean, just to the north of 
really.May Hill. It's on the Welsh side of the Severn 

(if I dare mention it) and still has some of There's another new and excellent reason to 
that old Banks's Brewery ethos about it, like visit Newent. Cobblers, Gloucestershire's 
places on 'the other side' often do i.e. first micro-pub has opened up at 7 Church 
Unspoilt By Progress. I'm sure there's many a Street (check opening hours), near to the 
local that would say the opposite but it seems GBG listed George Hotel and just around the 
that way to me. corner from Joe's birthplace. With no music; 

no TV; no fruit machines and no kids; “It's a Newent first came to my attention when I 
Firkin Small Pub” that sells 6 real ales, discovered that Joe Meek was born there. Joe 
straight from the cask; real ciders and wines. Meek is a music industry legend, who went 
It's a downsized pub with all of the on the extreme rollercoaster ride to fame and 
attractions and none of the distractions. then infamy; dying in a bizarre 
Cobblers, an old cobblers shop would you murder/suicide incident on February 3rd 
believe, is a new venture for Ian Jones, who 1967, the 18th anniversary of Buddy Holly's 
has run other pubs in the town and also has a death, which Joe had predicted. Joe Meek is 
paper shop nearby. I had a mate once who up there with the best record producers of his 
had a paper shop, but it blew away. (Sorry, era - George Martin (Beatles) and Phil 
couldn't resist it!) As a 'Man of Kent', Ian Spector (Nutter!). His biggest hit, The 
was well familiar with the concept; the UK's Tornados' 'Telstar', which he both wrote and 
first micro-pub was The Butcher's Arms in produced, became no. 1 in the UK and the 
Herne, Kent. It's all about getting back to USA in 1962. His name is kept alive today 
basics and, I must admit, I'm a fan. In fact, I by a company that sells a wide range of top 
look forward to the day when it's all a load of recording gear, whilst Joe lies in a modest 
old Cobblers.grave, amongst family members, with no 

reference at all to the stellar career that he 
had forged out for himself. Bryncelyn 
Brewery, near Neath in Wales, has a range of 
ales celebrating Buddy Holly – Oh Boy, 
Peggy's Brew, May B Baby and, I like this 
one, That'll Be The Sleigh! With no apparent 
reference to Joe, Salisbury brewer Plain Ales 
produce an excellent Mild not Meek (5.1%), 
but it could be time for a local brewery to 
pay tribute to Newent's most famous son, 
with some dedicated ales.

I called in to find Joe's grave, after I had 
celebrated my first May Day sunrise, on May 
Hill; a major effort and worth every minute 
(of lost sleep), as we were blessed with the 
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Spring Competition

The winner of the competition last time was:
David Jackman of 7 Langton Grove Road, 
Charlton Kings, Cheltenham, GL52 6JA
Solution:    Across,  3. YORK, 5. WESSEX, 7. ICENI, 10. RCH, 
11. COTSWOLD SPRING, 13. STROUD, 14. ROBINSONS
15. OLDE SWAN, 16. KELTEK, 17. DARTMOOR, 23. BATH 
ALES, 26. SALTAIRE, 28. ELGOODS, 30. BLUE ANCHOR, 
32. HOBSONS, 35. THORNBRIDGE, 39. OXFORDSHIRE 
ALES, 42. ORKNEY, 43. SHEPHEARD NEAME, 44. ULEY, 
46. GOOSE EYE, 48. HALFPENNY, 51. SPITTING 
FEATHERS.    Down,  1. PICTISH; 2. BESPOKE, 4. RED 
ROCK, 5. WENTWORTH, 6. CHEDDAR ALES, 
8. EXMOOR, 9. GREEN DRAGON, 12. OSSETT, 
18. MALVERN HILLS, 19. WESTERHAM, 20. OTLEY, 
21. BLACK COUNTRY, 22. HARVIESTOUN, 24. ST 
GEORGES, 25. ARBOR, 27. HUMPTY DUMPTY, 29. DENT, 
31. CLUN, 33. BAYS, 34. BUFFYS, 36. BRECONSHIRE, 
37. RAMSBURY, 38. KEYSTONE, 40. HYDES, 41. FELSTAR, 
45. YATES, 47. HOLT, 49. LEES
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Cotswold Beer
Festival

19-21 July 2013

Come and enjoy this 
unique event run by

 Gloucestershire CAMRA
 in Postlip Tithe Barn 
near Winchcombe, 
NE of Cheltenham

Over 90 real ales
& 25 ciders/perries

Friday 19 July:   7-11, £7
Saturday 20 July:   11.30-3, £7    7-11, £5

Sunday 21 July:   12-3, £2 (refundable on the day)
buses £3 a head from Cheltenham Racecourse and Winchcombe

Fri/Sat advance purchase essential.  Tickets available from:
Favourite Beers, Hewlett Road, Cheltenham

Sandford Park Ale House, High St, Cheltenham
Gloucester Brewery, Llantony Warehouse, Gloucester Docks

Theoc House, Barton St, Tewkesbury
Plaisterer’s Arms, Abbey Terrace, Winchcombe

or visit  to buy by postwww.gloucestershirecamra.org.uk/cbf/

branchcontact@gloucestershire camra.org.uk
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CAMRA Campaigns 1:  Halt the Beer Duty Escalator

Some of our members at the mass lobby.
(l-r) Trevor Carter, Grant Cook, 

Veronica Emary, Martyn 
Herbert, Martin Parker.

Last year CAMRA started a campaign to This will be of immense help to struggling 
persuade the Chancellor to halt the so-called pubs, for make no mistake this campaign, as 
‘Beer Duty Escalator’ whereby beer duty was well as others mentioned in this issue, is 
set to rise 2% above inflation for the primarily aimed at the survival of the pub.  
foreseeable future.  As most readers will This is the most important objective we can 
know by now this has been one of the most have now.  If 
successful campaigns of recent years.  First our pubs 
we gained the 100,000 signatures on the vanish where 
petition to force a debate in the House.  Then will we drink 
we ran an impressive Mass Lobby of real ale?  
Parliament on a cold 12 December to which a Almost any 
total of ten members of this branch went. other drink can 
In the end the outcome was better than we be enjoyed 
had dared hope.  Not only was the escalator anywhere but 
scrapped but the duty itself was cut where it well kept real 
would usually rise, at least with inflation. ale needs pubs.

The graph below tells the tale, with rises of Prices 2013
8p-10p per pint in each of Cheltenham, 

As usual over the April/May period we have Cirencester and Gloucester.  The overall 
updated our now 20 years of surveys of beer average is now £3.03 and indeed, if you 
prices in 3 major centres in the county and as ignore Wetherspoon’s pubs where prices are 
usual the prices have risen, generally faster always low, the average goes up to £3.10 and 
than inflation, including the first £4 pint!  is now above £3 in all three places.  This is 
Price differences seem to be growing too; despite the average duty/pint going down 
one beer had a £1.50 a pint difference from 47p to 46p.  Beer range keeps on rising 
between 2 places within the same town! though with more beers/pub than ever (3.6).

Average prices per pint    1993-2013
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In 2009 we started at the Duke of Wellington The Plight of Community 
on Tredworth Road, opposite the entrance to 

Pubs the High Street. On this occasion that wasn't 
possible as it closed in 2011 and was Back in 2009 I was writing my book The 
converted to houses. We started instead at the Story of Gloucester's Pubs, and being the 
Victory Hotel, better known as the Big Vic, dedicated researcher that I am, I decided that 
in the High Street.I should visit every pub in the city. 

Sometimes research is tough. 

At that time there were 54 pubs open and, to 
complete my challenge, I divided the city 
geographically into a number of 'pub crawls', 
which I conducted (responsibly, of course!) 
with different groups of friends.

Much has happened since then, so I have 
decided to conduct the research all over 
again, partly to bring myself back up to date 
on the Gloucester pub scene, but mostly just 
for the excuse to visit pubs that I don't 
normally go to. At first I was alarmed to think that this was 
I chose to start with Barton & Tredworth. I also closed as there was a large notice 
last did this pub crawl on 18 April 2009 and covering the pub sign, advertising that the 
it turned out to be one of my favourites. The lease was for sale. Inside, however, it was 
pubs do not have a great deal to offer the very much alive. It was only 7:30pm, but the 
dedicated CAMRA drinker, but I liked it pub was bustling with people of all ages, 
because the pubs were all new to me and including children. It was a nice friendly 
they were very different to the pubs that you atmosphere, so we were off to a good start.
get in the centre of town. They had a 
different vibe: they were a bit rough round 
the edges, but they had a good community 
feel to them. 

Back in 2009 it was quite a pub crawl, with 
eight pubs to get around. I knew that this 
number had diminished somewhat since then, 
but was depressed to find that only four of 
these pubs are still open.

So, let's take things in order.

However, bad news was to follow: the next 
pub on our list, The New Victory, a.k.a the 
Little Vic, was closed. I wasn't aware of this. 
This is a great shame as it was a great, 
traditional boozer, like a throwback in time. I 
live in hope, but not expectation, of it re-
opening as a pub.

We therefore had a long, dry, walk ahead of 
us as the next pub, the Golden Heart, is also 
closed. This was a fine Victorian pub with a 
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Duke of Wellington
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The New Victory
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Victory Hotel



landmark on Barton Street which stood there 
from at least 1780. When I was last there a 
very good band were playing and the place 
was packed. How disappointing, therefore, to 
see it demolished and a soulless modern 
structure being erected in its place to house a 
Sainsbury's supermarket: cultural and social 
vandalism of the worst kind. 

large skittle alley which was home to a 
successful football team: Porky's. 
Unfortunately it was closed down following 
a police raid in December 2011. As we 
walked past I couldn't help noticing that 
several letters were missing from the pub 
name on the front wall, the distinctive 
paintwork was already flaking, and even the 
walls were damaged in places. So we made our way on to what must be one 

of the best hidden gems in the city: the Great 
Western. It is a bit of a trek from the main 
road, up to the end of Alfred Street. The end 
of the road is truncated by a dystopian view 
of a large flyover, carrying Metz Way. In its 
shadow sits a large, traditional, Victorian pub 
whose name was changed from the Plough to 
the Great Western in 1985 to celebrate 150 
years of the GWR, ironically just a short 
while before its view of the railway was 
obscured by the road.

Next up was The Plough in Upton Street, at 
the far end of the High Street. Thankfully this 
was open. It is a traditional two room pub 
with the bar in the middle. It was reasonably 
busy with what appeared to be regulars, but 
we were made to feel welcome. 

There was a real ale hand pump in the back 
bar, but it proved a false hope as there was no 
real ale, at least on this occasion. 
Nonetheless we had a pleasant stay and were 
engaged in conversation as we were leaving 
by a group of chaps sat near the door: all Inside the pub is very traditional, again with 
very friendly. 2 separate rooms and a bar in the middle. The 

real surprise, however, is outside: amidst the The next pub on the list is, perhaps, the 
Victorian terrace and in the shadow of a saddest news of all. In 2009 we headed to the 
major road it has the best pub garden in the India House, a distinctive and dominant 
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city. Beautifully tended, it is a tranquil little 
grotto, ideal for a sunny summer's day.

The pub has been run by Lynn Mann for over 
25 years and, unusually, the pub company, 
Admiral Taverns, has left her to get on with 
it. However, this happy state of affairs can't 
go on forever, and I struggle to see how it 
can stay as it is once Lynn decides to call it a 
day. It would be a tragedy to see this fine pub 
either closed or desecrated by being 
modernised by a less sympathetic landlord. 
My advice is to make the most of it and visit 
whilst you can.

Having only covered four pubs we couldn't 
And so we came to only the fourth, but final, call it a day, so we ventured on to The 
pub on our mission: One Eyed Jacks. This is Famous Pint Pot, where at last there was real 
almost on the crossroads where Barton Street ale on hand pump,  and then to The Water 
meets the Lower Eastgate Street 'Strip' and so Poet, where there was even more real ale and 
it is louder and livelier than the other pubs on real cider, as we caught the end of their beer 
our route. My companions were cheered to festival. Both of these pubs, however, belong 
see a hand pump advertising Doom Bar, and in a different pub crawl, so will be revisited 
disappointed when, on ordering, it came in another day.
bottles. Never mind, still a perfectly good 
pub and once again quite busy. Darrel Kirby

One Eyed Jacks
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On page 10 we boasted that our campaign 
against the Beer Duty Escalator had been 
successful.  But we also gave direct evidence 
that prices keep on rising.  The beer duty 
issue was and remains important.  Duty 
should be fair and the unfair system of the 
escalator was hurting a pub industry which 
was already struggling.  But it was not the 
underlying reason it was struggling.

A far more fundamental issue is that of the 
behaviour of the large Pubcos.  These large 
pub owning groups, which arose after the 
Beer Orders of 1989 which some readers 
may remember, are in effect property owning 
companies and intent on squeezing the 
maximum value out of their portfolios.  Their 
practices include tying landlords to inflated 

The Fair Deal for Your Local Campaign is prices for beer (and other drinks) and, often, 
supported by CAMRA along with the charging excessively high rents while asking 
Federation of Small Businesses, the Forum the landlord to take on liabilities for a 
of Private Business, the Guild of Master building he or she does not own.  These are 
Victuallers, Fair Pint, Licensees Supporting the pressures that have driven up prices as 
Licensees, Pubs Advisory Service, Justice for landlords become desperate to survive.
Licensees and Licensees Unite.  An Early 

All too many do not.  The turnover rate of Day Motion (EDM 57) has been tabled in 
landlords of the large Pubcos is depressing.  Parliament which calls for:
No wonder so many of their pubs sit vacant 

• A powerful new Code and Watchdog to for long periods and some are then just sold 
ensure fair dealing by big pub companiesoff to realise what the Pubco sees as no more 
• A new choice for licensees to opt out of than an ‘asset’.  At least a brewery owner of 
restrictive tied agreements and just pay a a tied house has an interest in the industry.  
fair market rent to their pubcoCAMRA has no problem with the tie when it 

is to a small or medium sized brewer. • Fair rents and beer prices charged to tied 
publicans, allowing them to thriveAfter nearly a decade of campaigning and 

failed self-regulation the Government is These are in essence the same things which 
finally consulting on the unfair, unbalanced were advocated by the Bill which was
relationship between pubcos and their 
licensees. Now is the time to speak up and 
get a Fair Deal for Your Local.  As you read 
this the (short) Goverment survey period will 
be coming to an end and unfortunately it will 
be too late for you to complete their survey 
as CAMRA has been urging.  However it 
may not be too late to lobby your MP to 
support the Fair Deal for Your Local 
campaign and, if willing, to sign Early Day 
Motion 57 - see details below.
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CAMRA Campaigns 2:  Fair Deal for Your Local

Is it right that publicans tied to big 
pub companies can pay above £110 for a 
barrel which independent publicans are 
able to purchase for less than £70?

Is it right that tied licensees are 
unable to make a reasonable living due to 
high rents on top of inflated beer prices?

Is it right that the unbalanced 
relationship between big property 
companies known as "pubcos" and their 
licensees is driving up prices in pubs, 
restricting investment in pubs and 
ultimately forcing pubs to close?



submitted over 18 months ago by 
Cheltenham MP Martin Horwood under the 
so-called 10-minute rule.  That failed to 
progress as happens to so many such bills but 
it will be no surprise therefore that Martin has 
signed this EDM as has Stroud MP Neil 
Carmichael.  So far a total of 58 MPs have 
signed, the second largest number of all 
outstanding EDMs, but no others within 
Gloucestershire at time of writing.

To ensure the Government sees through this 
package of reform, we need to secure the 
support of as many MPs as possible. To 
register MPs’ support we need your help 
persuading as many as possible to sign EDM 
57 and lobby Business Department Ministers 
on your behalf.

There is a lot of good advice and help on the 
website  
including how to contact your MP and what 
you might say to him or her.  We believe this 
is the biggest single thing that will help our 
struggling pub industry.  Help us win again.

http://www.fairdealforyourlocal.com/
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May is CAMRA's national Spring's 'OSM' (Old Sodbury 
Mild Month, but despite the Mild). This beer was recently 
campaigning and publicity, voted Champion Beer in the 
it's still difficult to find a pub standard mild category at the 
that will stock one during the SIBA National awards. As 
period. That said, almost all expected, it was in excellent 
of the pubs that appear in the condition. 
Good Beer Guide can be                          A short walk then took us on 
relied upon in times of need                          to the Tobacco Factory, a 
but they are few and far                          converted former tobacco 
between.                          factory that houses the outlet 
Step forward then, Bristol                          for the Bristol Beer Factory 
and District Rare Ales Group                          (located just across the road). 
(BADRAG). This specialist                          Six ales were on offer, with 

campaigning group aims to promote the rarer the beer of choice here being Great Western's 
styles of ale, including stouts, porters, old 'Meerkat Mild', again in good condition.
ales and of course, milds. One of the On then to the Orchard on Spike Island and 
highlights of their year is the now well in the shadow of the SS Great Britain -  a pub 
established organised 'Mild Trails'. This year, which won CAMRAs Cider Pub-of-the-Year 
5 trails were organised, covering East award in 2009. They normally have up to a 
Bristol, Bedminster and Harbourside, dozen ciders on together with 6 ales 
Kingsdown, North Gloucestershire and – usually served direct from the 
Clifton. Between then, they would cover barrel. The mild here was Otter's 
almost 30 pubs. 'Dark', which as it turned out 
The popularity of these trips has increased was my mild of the day. It was 
year-on-year and for 2013, I pencilled in the accompanied by a fairly decent 
Bedminster and Harbouside trail, which Cornish Pasty – heated in an 
would be led by BADRAG stalwart Phil oven, not microwaved!
Luxton. After an uneventful (but 25 minute A walk along the Floating Harbour and 
late) rail journey from Cheltenham to Bristol through the historic Underfalls Boatyard took 
Temple Meads, a brisk 20 minute walk us to the next stop, The Nova Scotia. With 
followed to the trail meeting place, the                           over 20 trailers now in tow, 

Robert Fitzharding, a                           it didn't take long for this 
Wetherspoons in the                           small pub to fill up. Four 
Bedminster area of Bristol.                           ales and a cider were 
Here, amongst the 8 ales and                           available, including Severn 
1 cider on tap, the choice of                           Vale’s excellent 
milds included Banks 'Mild',                           Monumentale. It was also an 
Jennings 'Dark Mild' and outlet for Cotswold Lion's Golden Fleece. 
Three Castles 'Wilder and 

Back across the Avon to our next stop, the Milder'. Having built up a 
Merchants Arms in Hotwells. Another small thirst on the journey, I 
pub, made to look very busy sampled both the Jennings 
by a stag party, dressed and and Three Castles and both 
ready it seemed, to climb were in good condition. 
Everest. The fact they were 

Next stop was the 'Hen and all tied together made the trip 
Chicken' in Southville. Here, to the toilet interesting! 
4 ales and a cider were Dawkins 'Manna' was one of 
available including Cotswold 
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the three beers available – brewed especially it's an old record player and you get to select 
to celebrate CAMRAs mild month. and play from a selection of old LPs!  As we 

were leaving, the landlord was putting on The final official stop on the trail was Bristol 
Cotswold Lion's Golden Fleece (our second Beer Factory's Grain Barge, moored in the 
sighting of the day)Floating Harbour. Meerkat Mild was again 

available, but I opted for BBFs 'Seven'. I say Our final pub, the Arbor Ales brewery tap, 
official stop on the tour, because we were was the Three Tuns. There were 6 beers on 
still some way from the centre and hence the tap, as well as a number of craft beers. 
railway station. Although there wasn't a mild on, I ended the 

day by sampling Arbor's 'Blue Sky Thinking', Therefore, a couple of stop-offs had been 
a pleasant way to finish. identified. The first was the Bag O' Nails, 

where four ales and a cider were on tap So, after 9 pubs and 9 different milds, the 
including Prescott Brewery's mild, Spring. I trail came to an end. After saying our 
sampled the Burton Bridge 'XL Mild'. One of goodbyes and thanks to the host – with the 
the quirks of this pub is the jukebox. Actually promise we'd be back next year, it was back 

to the station and the journey home. It would 
be great, if the Gloucestershire sub-branches 
could put something together like this (one of 
BADRAGs trails takes in the south of the 
county) and try and get this rare (and in my 
opinion best) ale style in more of our county 
pubs on a regular basis.

Ian Scott

19

Set in the beautiful 
Cotswolds near the village 
of Duntisbourne Abbots, 
the Five Mile House is an 

award winning 17th 
Century public house; one 

of only a few of The 
National Inventory of 
Historic Pub Interiors.

We offer a selection of real ales and fine wines.  Dedicated cider bar in the old cellar, with a wide 
range of local and national ciders.

Traditional English menu including home-made pies, quality steaks, grills, ploughmans served daily at 
lunch and evenings.   Cosy log fires.  Ample parking.

With extended hours and a warm hospitality, we look forward to welcoming you to:

The Five Mile House - Old Gloucester Road, Duntisbourne Abbots, Near Cirencester,  GL7 7JR   
Tel: 01285 821432      www.thefivemilehouse.com

FIVE MILE
THE

HOUSE



Hoppy Poppy

Tewkesbury Royal British Legion Club is 
introducing a new real ale to the market 
called 'Hoppy Poppy'.  Hoppy Poppy is a rich 
copper ale with a balanced malt flavour. 
Refreshingly dry with a slight bitter finish 
The ABV is 4% and is produced by Moles 
Brewery.  

It is the initiative of Club Stewards Wendy 
Smith and Tony Parry, who have worked in 
conjunction with Chris Williams from Cellar 
Supplies and Moles Brewery, to produce a 
real ale which has a significance for both the 
Poppy Appeal and attractive to members.  
They have designed the pump clip to reflect 
both the quality of the ale and inform 
consumers they are supporting the Poppy 
Appeal.  Both Cellar Supplies and Moles 
Brewery were very keen to come on board to 
raise both awareness and funds for the 
charity.  

Wendy stated “Since starting as club stewards 
at Tewkesbury RBL club in December 2012, 
we have introduced a selection of real ales 
which have proved to be very popular with 
our members. Sales have steadily increased, 
so we thought what better way to not only 
give our members a great pint of real ale, but 
also benefit the club's charity at the same 
time!”

There will be an official launch night for 
Hoppy Poppy on Friday 28th June from 
8.00pm and the club will be open to non-
members.  You are all welcome to come 
along to Tewkesbury Royal British Legion 
Club, 50 Church Street, Tewkesbury GL20 
5SN and sample our wares.  We look forward 
to seeing you.

The Royal British Legion stands shoulder to 
shoulder with all who serve now and in the 
future for as long as it takes. The past twelve 
years of conflict have increased the need for 
our help both today and for years to come.
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Tony Parry & Wendy Smith

The third of the CAMRA Campaigns we are 
featuring this time is one which all can 
contribute to.  The Localism Act 2011 made it 
possible for communities to ‘List’ any Asset 
of Community Value (ACV), including pubs, 
which they wish to at least have a say in 
preserving should it be under threat now or in 
the future.  So often we just react to problems 
after they arise.  Now we can be prepared.

Anyone can get involved with this and we 
have reproduced a CAMRA leaflet to tell you 
what it is all about and how to proceed as a 
supplement in the middle of this magazine.

Please note this is not ‘listing’ in the sense of 
being of architectural or historical value.  It is 
putting the pub on a local authority list 
because of its social value, something which 
at last is being acknowledged.

Read the leaflet and think seriously if your 
local should be listed as an ACV.  We are 
prepared to help if you want us to.  Details on 
the last page.

CAMRA Campaigns 3: 
List Your Local









Or contact your local CAMRA branch at:

branchcontact@gloucestershire camra.org.uk

01242 252085



The very first Gloucester Beer & Cider and the crowds kept coming. Beer of the 
festival opened on March 22nd, running over festival was the Two Roses Brewery from 
the Friday and Saturday from 11.30 through Yorkshire's 'Chinook', narrowly seeing off a 
to 23.00 on both days.  They’d said it first cask of Cirencester's Corinium Ales 'Ale 
wouldn’t work - that Gloucester was a place Caesar'. All the beers, ciders and perry sold 
you couldn’t run a successful real ale out, other highlights being two ales, a dark 
festival.  Well they were wrong - and how! and a golden from Ledbury Real Ales, with 

aselection of beers from Yorkshire, Cumbria A year in the planning and it turned out that 
and S. Wales. Selected locale beers included double the number of people expected visited 
those from our great festival supporters us, with many more retreating to the city’s 
Cotswold Spring, Gloucester Brewery and pubs away from the queues and bitter cold. 
Severn Vale. Thanks to all our sponsors and So, how was it for you . . . 'fantastic, 
to the city council's Sarah Gilbert and her brilliant, bloody cold, wonderful, terrific '. . 
team for their help and encouragement.

The venue, Blackfriars, was stunning. The 
beers, ciders, food, cheeses, all flew over the 
counters.       The near freezing temperatures 
were almost forgotten as people chatted, 
laughed, sang and were entertained 
throughout. 

The real ale, cider and perry, cheese and 
bottled foreign beer bars were all situated on 
the upper tier of the North Hall, with staging 
and seating in the lower area. The warmer 
quiet rooms with café occupied the west 
wing whilst the centrepiece was the grassed 
area of this wonderful priory.

The festival brought in many first-time The beer selection was widely praised. 
visitors to the city and over 1,500 people Originally forty-five beers to choose from 
attended. To those who were disappointed on grew to over seventy as replacements arrived
the Saturday evening as the sheer numbers 
caused us to close for a while and the beer 
ran out (temporarily) we apologise but, 
please remember, the first run of any festival 
is always an unknown and we learn from it.

Thanks to everyone who attended and to 
those who tried and failed, hope to see you 
next year when we will know what to expect.  
Whilst the festival will have a new organisor 
and promises to be even bigger and better 
next year, watch this space for news of a 
second and brand new Camra festival for 
Gloucester in 2014.
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First Gloucester Beer 
& Cider Festival

 Sells Out





A Trip to Brum
After a long period of gestation, the Dursley 
and District Sub Branch finally got their act 
together and on 20 April went on a group 
outing to Birmingham. Holding a list of a 
dozen city centre pubs, kindly recommended 
by the Birmingham branch of CAMRA 
(many thanks to Lynn Crossland), five of the 
sub-branch members (Steve and Sue 
McDonald, Derek Hore, Richard Wright, and 
Martyn Genner) boarded the 10.14 train from 

thirteen (yes 13) ciders and perries. Of the Cam and Dursley (changing at Gloucester) 
seven beers two are permanent (Oracle from bound for Birmingham New Street. The train 
Salopian, and Hobson's Mild), with the trip made a nice change from going by road 
others being guests from all over the country. and we arrived on time at 11.45, so let the 
On offer today was Dragon Smoke from adventure begin. 
Beowulf, Chilli Chocolate Stout from the 
Blakemore brewery (this was a real killer 
with only the brave being able to drink a half 
pint without another cooler pint – congrats to 
Steve McDonald), Road Closed from 
Churchend, and King Rat from the Rat 
brewery. We found the bar team to be very 
friendly and extremely knowledgeable on the 
beers and ciders, and it was clearly my 
favourite pub of the day. However, time was 
ticking so we needed to move to our next 
hostelry. 

Moving along New Street and up Bennetts 
Hill we thought of going to the Briar Rose 

First up was the Shakespeare in Lower but were put off by the three bouncers (sorry 
Temple Street which is a Nicholson's pub. security) outside so quickly moved on up the 
This is a vibrant city centre pub and we were road to the Wellington (currently
able to sample Broughton Brown Nut Bitter, 
UBU, Rooster's Astro, and Nicholson's house 
beer which is brewed by the St Austell 
brewery. We found all of the beers were in tip 
top condition and whilst relaxing from the 
train trip were most impressed by the old city 
pictures on the wall which reminded us of 
Birmingham's past as an important 
manufacturing centre. 

Now refreshed we moved on along New 
Street to Post Office Vaults (we missed the 
tiny New Street door but soon found the 
main entrance in Pinfold Street). This is a 
much smaller pub but it was still able to offer 
seven real ales and most impressively 
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Birmingham's pub of the year and it was not rude not to sample some of the remaining 
difficult to see why). Easing our way into the beers on offer. So whilst we tried Byrd's 
very packed pub we found our way to the mild, Black Country BFG and Wentworth 
electronic score board which displayed all WBA we also encountered a troop of Morris 
the beers that were available. We found it Men in full regalia whom we had first 
interesting that you could either order your encountered at the Post Office Vaults. 
delight either by beer name or pump number. 

Eventually we found 
After fighting our way to the bar we were 

our way to the 
soon enjoying Moonlight, and Mischief from 

Brewdog on John 
the Derby brewery, Pig on the Wall from 

Bright Street. This 
Black Country, Citra from Oakham, and 50 

is a very minimalist 
Shades of Ale from Northumberland. 

pub with some very 
Throughout the day we were all impressed strange high alcohol 
with the architecture of the city which was beers and lager from 
most interesting and enjoyable. The public around the world. Here 
buildings, commercial premises and statues we tried Dogma (7.4%) 
gave us plenty to enjoy when walking and Bracken Porter (6%) 
between pubs. which was served in 2/3 pint 

glasses, Tiny Rebel from the Newport 
All too soon however, our stomachs began to 

Brewery and an IPA from New Zealand. It 
rumble and it was time to move on to the Old 

was certainly an interesting pub but probably 
Joint Stock in Temple Row West which is a 

not one to linger in for a session. 
Fullers house. We found this to be an old 
bank with some wonderful architecture Finally with only a few minutes to go there 
which is very familiar to regular drinkers of was just enough time to venture to the 
Fuller's city pubs. Whilst the beer and food Victoria which is just a bit further along 
were good we found the pub suffered from John Bright Street. This is an old, probably 
poor beer signage and insufficient staff Victorian, pub where we found the clientele 
behind the bar. very interesting with some drinking pink 

cocktails. The beers here were Butty Bach 
from Wye Valley, and First Class and 
Cappuccino from Titantic. The Cappuccino 
although being in good condition was 
however not to our taste as it had an 
overpowering taste of coffee and especially 
vanilla.

Having had a very good afternoon we safely 
made the short way back to New Street in 
time to catch the 1730 Cardiff train which all 
too quickly got us back to Dursley at 1900. 
Although long in the planning this was a very 
pleasurable awayday and one we all said we 
must do again in the near future (sic).

It was soon time to move on again and with 
time running out we decided not to go to the Martyn Genner
Queens Arms in Newhall St but move closer 
to New Street station. This meant that we had 
to pass the Wellington again, and as we were 
still feeling thirsty, we thought it would be 
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CAMRA National Pub of the Year 2007
CAMRA Gloucestershire Pub of the Year 2013

Hill Road, Dursley, GL11 5JQ
01453 542870

The
Old Spot Inn

Always 8 or more ever changing beers available

Excellent home cooked food served
seven days a week.      Lunches

Covered heated garden area        Dogs welcome



To launch the eighth edition of the CAMRA Jeff provided a very 
'Good Bottled Beer Guide', well known beer entertaining and 
writer Jeff Evans was invited along to knowledgeable guide 
specialist beer and cider shop - Favourite through the tasting of 
Beers in Cheltenham to host a beer tasting each of the beers and 
and book signing event. This was followed was under a fair bit of 
by a 'Meet the Gold Star Brewers' evening at pressure to ensure that 
the shop where five of the local breweries he had all of the facts 
that featured in the book had been invited correct, bearing in 
along to talk about their bottled beers and mind that the brewers 
what it meant to them to feature in the book. responsible for four of 

the beers were actually Jeff gave a brief potted history of bottle 
in the room. His conditioned beer in the UK brewing scene, 
professionalism shone highlighting the fact that when CAMRA first 
through as did the formed in 1971, there were just five bottle-
quality of each of the selected beers, showing conditioned beers in production. Jeff detailed 
just how far bottle conditioned beer has come the massive growth of bottle conditioned 
in the past few years. At the end of the beers in the intervening years and recounted 
session Jeff received a very warm round of how he had documented this growth over the 
applause from the audience and after signing eight editions of the GBBG since the first 
copies of the book and chatting with a few edition in 1998. The current guide features 
people, was whisked back to the station to over 1,800 beers from 342 breweries and was 
catch his train home.almost certainly out of date on the day of 

publication thanks to the massive growth in 
the premium bottled beer market – one of the 
few areas of the drink industry to be 
experiencing any growth at the moment.

After a brief description of what makes a 
'bottle conditioned' beer, Jeff then guided the 
audience through a tutored tasting of five of 
the local 'Gold Star' beers featured in the 
book, explaining that only a limited number 
(164) of the beers were of the required 
quality and character to be awarded this
prestigious accolade. The five beers featured
                                        during the session 
                                        were: Wye Valley 
                                        - HPA, Gloucester 
                                        - Gold, Cotswold 
                                        Spring Brewery - 
                                        OSM (Old 
                                        Sodbury Mild), 
                                        Hook Norton - 
                                        Flagship and 
                                        Bristol Beer Factory 
                                        - Milk Stout. 
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CAMRA's Good Bottled Beer Guide

Jared Brown of Gloucester
Brewery trying a bottle

Jeff Evans



CAMRA LocAle is an initiative that promotes pubs which endeavour always to stock at least 
one locally-brewed real ale kept in consistently good condition.  The last point is important as 
the pubs must be places where you can taste the local ales reliably as they are meant to be.  The 
scheme builds on a growing consumer demand for quality local produce and an increased 
awareness of 'green' issues.

Gloucestershire Branch launched its LocAle campaign in January 2009 and since then we and 
North Cotswold Branch between us have signed up over 130 pubs in the county.  The current 
list, at time of going to press, is below, given in order of town or village, but it is growing all 
the time and we will continue to publish updates in these pages. New additions since the last 
Tippler are highlighted in 

Our definition of ‘local’ is that a beer should be brewed either in the county or within 30 miles 
of the pub and only one of the ales at any one time need be ‘local’ in order to qualify.    If your 
local is not already part of the scheme ask your landlord why not.  If he or she is interested 
please get in touch with us (branch contacts on p.30) and we will take it from there.

red
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LocAle Pubs across the county: Cheltenham, Old Restoration
Cheltenham, Retreat

Alderton, Gardeners Arms Cheltenham, Royal Union
Amberley, Amberley Inn Cheltenham, Somerset Arms
Amberley, Black Horse Cheltenham, St Stephens Club
Ashleworth, Boat Cheltenham, Strand
Avening, Bell Chipping Campden, Eight Bells
Barnsley, Village Pub Chipping Campden, Noel Arms
Bibury, Swan Hotel Cirencester, Bees Knees
Blaisdon, Red Hart Cirencester, Corinium Hotel
Blockley, Great Western Arms Cirencester, Twelve Bells
Bourton-on-the-Hill, Horse & Groom Cirencester, Waggon & Horses
Bourton-on-the-Water, Mousetrap Clearwell, Lamb Inn
Bream, Rising Sun Clifford’s Mesne, Yew Tree
Brimscombe, Ship Inn Cranham, Black Horse
Broad Campden, Bakers Arms Cranham, Royal William
Broadwell, Fox Inn Cromhall, Royal Oak
Brockhampton, Craven Arms Didmarton, King's Arms
Brookend, Lammastide Duntisbourne Abbots, Five Mile House
Cashes Green, Prince of Wales Dursley, Old Spot
Cerney Wick, Crown Eastcombe, Lamb Inn
Charfield, Peartree Eastington, Old Badger
Cheltenham, Adam & Eve Ebrington, Ebrington Arms
Cheltenham, Beehive Inn (Montpellier) Edge, Edgemoor Inn
Cheltenham, Cheltenham Motor Club Elkstone, Highwayman
Cheltenham, Exmouth Arms Elmstone Hardwicke, Gloucester Old Spot
Cheltenham, Jolly Brewmaster Forthampton, Lower Lode Inn
Cheltenham, Kemble Brewery Inn Frampton Mansell, Crown Inn
Cheltenham, Moon Under Water France Lynch, Kings Head
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Gloucester, Cross Keys (C.K. Lane)
Gloucester, Dick Whittington

Gloucester, New Inn
Gloucester, Pelican
Gloucester, Water Poet
Gloucester, York
Gotherington, Shutter Inn
Great Barrington, Fox
Gretton, Royal Oak
Guiting Power, Hollow Bottom
Ham, Salutation Inn
Hawkesbury Upton, Beaufort Arms
Hillesley, The Fleece
Kemble, Thames Head Inn
Kempsford, George
Kineton, Halfway House
Lechlade, Crown Inn
Mickleton, Butchers Arms
Minchinhampton, Crown
Minchinhampton, Old Lodge Inn
Minchinhampton, Weighbridge Inn
Miserden, Carpenters Arms
Moreton-in-Marsh, Bell Inn
Moreton-in-Marsh, Redesdale Arms Hotel
Nailsworth, Britannia Inn
Nailsworth, Village Inn
Naunton, Black Horse

Gloucester, Fountain



Stroud, The Retreat
Tetbury, Priory Inn Hotel
Tetbury, The Ormond
Tetbury, The Snooty Fox
Tetbury, Trouble House
Tewkesbury, Nottingham Arms

Tewkesbury, Royal Hop Pole
Tewkesbury, Theoc House
Tewkesbury, Tudor House Hotel
Tewkesbury, White Bear
The Camp, Fostons Ash
Toddington,  Pheasant Inn
Tormarton, Major's Retreat
Twyning, The Village Inn
Uley, Crown
Westonbirt, Hare & Hounds
Whiteshill, Star
Wickwar, Buthay
Wickwar, Wickwar Social Club
Woodchester, Old Fleece
Woodchester, Ram Inn

Wotton-under-Edge, Falcon Inn
Wotton-under-Edge, Royal Oak
Wotton-under-Edge, Star
Wotton-under-Edge, Swan Hotel

Tewkesbury, Olde Black Bear

Woodchester, Royal Oak
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Nettleton Bottom, Golden Heart Inn

Newent, George Hotel
Newmarket, George Inn
North Cerney, Bathurst Arms
Nympsfield, Rose & Crown
Oddington, Horse & Groom
Poulton, Falcon
Randwick, Vine Tree Inn
Shipton Moyne, Cat & Custard Pot
Shurdington, Bell
Siddington, Greyhound
Slad, Woolpack
Slimbridge, Tudor Arms
Snowshill, Snowshill Arms
Somerford Keynes, Bakers Arms
South Cerney, Old George Inn
Stanton, Mount
Stonehouse, Woolpack
Stroud, British Oak
Stroud, Clothiers Arms
Stroud, Crown & Sceptre
Stroud, Golden Fleece
Stroud, Imperial Hotel
Stroud, Prince Albert
Stroud, Queen Victoria
Stroud, The Ale House

Newent, Cobblers
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Chairman and Branch Contact Pubs Officer / Media Officer:
Good Beer Guide Co-ordinator Martyn Herbert (Cheltenham)
Roger Price Mobile: 07760 134866
6 Greenlake Close gloscamra_media@yahoo.co.uk 
Bourton on the Water

Young Members Officer
CHELTENHAM

Ed Blacklock
GL54 2PR

Mobile: 07544 331304
01451 810305

edwardblacklock@hotmail.com
Mobile: 07850 429630
chair@northcotswoldcamra.org.uk Social Secretary and Webmaster:

Peter Rowe (Bourton on the Water)
Secretary:

webmaster@northcotswoldcamra.org.uk
post vacant - refer to chairman or specific 
officers Beer Festivals Coordinator:

John Stocks (Toddington)
Treasurer:

01242 620442
Dawn Harrison (Bourton on the Water)

jandmstocks@btinternet.com
01451 822410
dickanddawn@tiscali.co.uk

Membership Secretary:
Garry Hayward (Winchcombe)
01242 621140
garryhayward@btinternet.com

North Cotswold CAMRA  Branch Officers and Contacts:

 

www.northcotswoldcamra.org.uk 
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Currently total Branch membership is 145. also recommended.  Also the 7 Tuns at 
Our webmaster Peter Rowe continues to post Chedworth which was closed for a few 
reports on events and also covers the weeks has reopened with a new tenant.
calendar of events. He will post pub news as Donnington have produced a Summer Ale 
submitted such as local beer festivals.We also Donnington Gold which won our Spring 
list the ten recommended pubs not in the Glos Warks Railway Beer Festival at 
GBG, ie number 11 to 20 Winchcombe (see below).
North Cotswold Pub of the Year for 2013 is Brewery Visits: Following the Dark Star visit 
the Horse & Groom, Upper Oddington in January for 2012 Festival helpers we have 
with runner up The Craven Arms, visited Donnington Brewery for the first 
Brockhampton. The Craven are holding time. This was an oversubscribed visit with 
their very popular Music and Beer Festival multi Branch support participating in the 
on 12th to 14th July with special offers to allocation of 20 places. Hopefully a repeat 
join CAMRA at the event. opportunity may be possible in 2014. 
The Plough at Cold Aston reopened in May Our Annual General Meeting is scheduled for 
2013 after major refurbishment and is well 20th June at the Mousetrap Inn Bourton on 
worth a visit. The Bakers Arms at Broad the Water when any volunteers will be most 
Campden is making excellent progress and is welcome

The Fifth GWR Beer Festival held at to Festival Coordinator John Stock and 
Winchcombe Station, in conjunction with the Martyn Herbert for selecting  an excellent 
Glos/Wark Railway on the weekend of 18th range of beer and to Bar Manager Rob James 
to 19th May was a tremendous success. for his preparation and control.
Despite lack of sunshine the crowds yet Andrew Smith from GWR thanked CAMRA 
again turned out en masse to drink their way and the helpers for their hard work and the  
through 24 barrels of beer and 5 tubs of cider excellent festival and look forward to the 
and perry. Over 500 people visited the second Autumn GWR Beer Festival planned 
festival on Saturday with 150 on Sunday but for 14th and 15th September 2013 . Next  
more than sufficient to consume the year the Autumn GWR will move forward to 
remaining beer and cider by early afternoon become a Summer  GWR Festival on 16th 
on Sunday.  and17th August 2014.
The beers were served from the North 
platform waiting room with the doors 
removed to assist access. With two steam 
trains and a diesel running throughout the 
weekend bringing more new customers it 
kept the staff very busy on Saturday when 
508 glasses were issued. No rain but warm 
weather encouraged the customers to spread 
out along the platform and grass banks 
following weeks of poor weather.

Donnington Gold (4.0%) was the first beer to 
run out and won Beer of the Festival. Thanks 
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News from North Cotswold

North Cotswold GWR Beer Festival Sells Out Yet Again



May saw a new Mayor sworn into the The first trail will be held on 5th July starting 
Cheltenham office and with her come some at the Cheltenham Motor Club at around 8pm 
fresh ideas. Wendy Flynn has chosen leading on to several other venues, the plan 
community as her subject of focus and is being to have a fundraising raffle (and 
using a series of Real Ale Trails around the drink!) in each. More details of this trail and 
town to bring awareness to it along with the other 2 trails will be printed in the local 
raising money for her chosen charities- press as soon as things are finalised. (Keep 
Victim Support, Hester's Way your eyes out for posters as well. So, dig the 
Neighbourhood Project and Gloucestershire loose change out of those pockets and come 
Animal Welfare Association. show your support.

How Does Your Garden 
Grow?

We are lucky to live in a county blessed 
with much natural beauty and several of 
our pubs have the good fortune of 
making the most of this. But what about 
those who aren't so lucky? A well 
thought out pub garden can be a real 
asset to a pub and a different experience 
for the customer (in all seasons, believe 
me), not just a banishing point for 
smokers.

Some are not what you expected like the 
Great Western in Gloucester. Some need 
you to look closer like the Kemble in 
Cheltenham. Some ooze rustic charm 

Upton. Some are enlivened by big 
like the Beaufort Arms in Hawkesbury

groups having fun, day or night, like the 
Jolly Brewmaster in Cheltenham or the 
Old Spot in Dursley. Some like the 
Fountain in Gloucester are full of 
flowers (OK! It's a courtyard, which is a 
garden of sorts). Some like the Tunnel 
House let you camp in them and some 
like the New Inn at Waterley Bottom 
allow time for quiet reflection. There are 
gardens for all sorts.

So while the days are long why not pull 
yourself away from the bar and explore 
what your pub's garden has to offer.  
While you're there take a photo and 
share it with the Gloucestershire 
CAMRA Facebook page. We'd love to 
see what you find.

34

Rustic charm:  Beaufort Arms
Hawkesbury Upton

A quiet corner:  Jolly Brewmaster,
Painswick Road, Cheltenham

Mayor's Ale Trails
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EVENTS DIARY
GLOUCESTERSHIRE BRANCH OPEN
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

Tuesday 2nd July, 8pm  -   
Tuesday 6th August, 8pm  -  Royal Hop Pole, Church St, Tewkesbury
Tuesday 3rd September, 8pm  -  Waggon & Horses, London Rd., Cirencester

GLOUCESTERSHIRE SUB BRANCH MEETINGS 

Cheltenham Sub-branch (GL50-53) usually meets alternately on second Wednesdays or 
Thursdays of each month at 8pm - please see website.   Contact Veronica Emary 01242 244397   
website: 

Thu July 11 - Cleeve capers!  Get the "D" bus at 7.32 pm from outside the Bank House to Bishop's Cleeve.  
First stop King's Head, then later on to Gotherington. We suggest getting an Evening Rider bus ticket.
Wed 7 August - Prestbury potter.  Get "A" bus at 7.33 pm from outside the Bank House.  Get off at Petrol 
Station in Bouncers Lane - first stop The Beehive.
Thu 12 Sep - Tivoli trail.  Meet Royal Union at 7.30 pm.

Cirencester Sub-branch (GL7,8) usually meets on the second Tuesday of the month at 8 pm.
Contact Rob James 07816 136140

Dursley Sub-branch (GL9,11,12,13) usually meets on the last Tuesday of the month at 8pm.
Contact Chris Arrowsmith 01453 548991    website: 

Tue 25th June – Pier View, Salmon Wanswell, Lammastide Brook End meeting. 
Tue 30th July – Fleece, Fox Hawkesbury Upton, meeting at Beaufort Arms.
Tue 27th August – Wickwar Social Club, meeting at Buthay.

Forest of Dean Sub-branch (GL14,15,16,17) has arranged to meet on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 8pm.  Contact: Andy Tubb, 01594 822381

Gloucester Sub-branch (GL1-4) usually meets on the second Wednesday of the month. ‘Away 
Days’ on the first Saturdays of each month and ‘evenings out’ on 3rd or 4th Wednesdays. Full 
details in Sub-branch ‘News and Views’ which is with this newsletter (in Gloucester) or on 
branch website.  Contact Alan Stephens 01452 410237. Dave Winnington 01452 531075.

Stroud Sub-branch (GL5,6 & GL10) Stroud Sub-branch usually meets at 20.00 on the 3rd or 
4th Tuesday of the month at a pub in central Stroud.  Please contact Andy Burston 01453 882410 
or Bob Brooks 01452 770346 and let them have your email address if you would like to be kept 
up to date on Stroud area activities.

Tewkesbury Sub-branch (GL18,19 & GL20) usually meets on the 3rd Thursday of the month 
at 8pm.  Contact Steve Kisby 01684 295466   website:  

June 20th, Red Lion (Huntley) [8pm}followed the Glasshouse (May Hill) and Yew Tree (Cliffords Mesne)
July 25th, The Gloucester Old Spot [8pm] followed by The Boat, Ashleworth
August 15th 2013 , The Yew Tree [8 pm] followed by The Lower Lode Hotel

For latest updates on all branch events see our website: www.gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

Littledean House Hotel, Littledean

www.gloucestershirecamra.org.uk/cheltenham

www.camradursley.co.uk

www.tewkesburycamra.org.uk
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NORTH COTSWOLD BRANCH EVENTS  (contacts on p.32)

13 July - Young Members event at Bourton-On-The-Water.  Details tba
August 2013, Saturday TBA, 10:30 am, Cycling event from Bourton On The Water to the Horse & Groom, 
Upper Oddington, and the Kings Head Inn, Bledington. Returning later in the day to Bourton. 
14-15 September - 2nd Autumn Ale and Steam Weekend in conjunction with the Gloucestershire 
Warwickshire Railway.



Chairman:
Andrew Frape

mobile: 07941 670371

Secretary and Branch Contact:
Martin Parker
68 Cirencester Road
Charlton Kings
CHELTENHAM
01242 252085

Treasurer:
Patrick Phair
33 Wessex Drive
CHELTENHAM
GL52 5AF
01242 527068

Pubs Officer; Pubs Database Manager:
Steve Harborne
01242 230825

Good Beer Guide Selection Co-ordinator:
Alan Stephens
01452 410237

 

Chairman of Tasting Panel:
Trevor Carter
mobile: 07717 841233

Sunnybank, Cheltenham Road, 
Bagendon, 
CIRENCESTER, GL7 7BH

chairman@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

secretary@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk
branchcontact@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

treasurer@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

pubsofficer@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk
pubdatabase@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

gbgselection@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

tastingpanel@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

Media Officer:
Martyn Herbert
mobile: 07760 134866

 

Membership Secretary; Webmaster:
John Barrett
59 Welland Lodge Road
CHELTENHAM
GL52 3HH
01242 239785
mobile: 07966 929922

Tippler Editor:

Post vacant

NB.  emails to this address will be redirected.

Young Members Contact:
Sarah Dunn
mobile: 07955 670600

Branch website:

mediacontact@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

membership@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

tipplereditor@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

youngmembers@gloucestershirecamra.co.uk

www.gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

Advertise in the tippler
Why not place an advert for your pub, brewery or beer festival in the tippler? Rates are competitive.  
The tippler is prominently displayed in over 200 Gloucestershire pubs and read by over 2000 
CAMRA members so you will be targeting beer drinkers and pub goers directly. Copy date for the 
Autumn  2013 issue will be 23 August but get in touch as soon as possible to reserve space.

Call Martin Parker on 01242 252085 or email tippleradvertising@gloucestershirecamra.org.uk

Gloucestershire CAMRA
Branch officers and contacts:

Trading Standards Dept.
Gloucestershire Trading Standards
Hillfield House
Denmark Road
GLOUCESTER    GL1 3LD
01452 426201
tradstds@gloucestershire.gov.uk

38

branchcontact@gloucestershire camra.org.uk





