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National Pub Of The Year 2015! 

It‟s only gone and blinking done it! It was announced on 25
th
 February that the Sandford Park Alehouse has been voted 

as CAMRA National Pub of the Year 2015, ensuring the award stayed in the county after the Salutation in Ham won it 
last year. This is a fantastic achievement for a pub that less than three years ago didn‟t even exist! Congratulations to the 
owner Grant Cook and his dedicated and knowledgeable staff. 

On winning one of CAMRA‟s most prestigious titles, Grant said: “At every stage of the competition, we‟ve been delighted 
to get to the next round and, of course, we are thrilled to emerge from the last four on top. Winning the South West round 
seemed like the biggest achievement because there were so many pubs that we were up against.” 

CAMRAs Pub of the Year organiser Paul Ainsworth said: “The Sandford Park impressed the judges on every level, but 
especially the quality and choice of its real ales, where the scores were among the highest ever recorded in the contest. 
Judges also appreciated the stylish modern decor, the knowledgeable, welcoming staff and the lively atmosphere. One 
judge commented, „I might consider moving to Cheltenham!‟  Given the all-round excellence of the other three finalists, a 
win this year is a great achievement.” 

It‟s not been easy, as to win the National Pub of the Year competition, a pub first has to win its local competition, then fight 
off tough competition at the regional stage, then finally be put forward as one of four finalists – and then of course be 
named overall winner. This process takes a full 12 months and hundreds of hours of judging by dedicated CAMRA 
volunteers and competition judges. Pubs are judged by CAMRA on a variety of criteria such as atmosphere, level of 
service, value for money and community focus, with extra weighting of course given to the quality of their real ale, cider 
and perry. The photos below show the presentation of the award to Grant by National Director Ian Packham. 

    Additional photos are available on our website 
 

 

Message from the new Branch Chairman, Rob Coldwell 

For those of you who don‟t know me, I am an exiled Yorkshire man who has been living down in 
Cheltenham for the past 17 years and following January‟s AGM, I have taken over from Veronica as 
Chair of the Branch. I would like to thank Veronica for her sterling work as Chairman over the past two 
years as we moved from sub branch to full branch. She leaves big shoes to fill, although I do have her 
continued support as Social Secretary and I hope you will join her on the many and varied events she 
has planned for the next year. 

Since Cheltenham became a full branch, we have gone from strength to strength and are getting close 
to hitting the magical thousand members. One of our aims for the coming year is to get more members 
actively involved. The Beer Festival was good at getting lots of people helping and we will be looking 

for your help again this year but we would like to keep you all involved 12 months a year rather that just for the few days 
of festival. So please attend the social events, or simply complete beer scores on What Pub? or nominate for Pub of the 
Season on our website. 

This is a great time to be a beer drinker in Cheltenham and I take over as we hit the national headlines with the SPA 
winning CAMRA National Pub of the Year 2015 and who knows we could make it a double win with the Cheltenham Motor 
Club in the finals of the Club of the Year competition. Hopefully the win will spur on all the other great pubs in Cheltenham 
and act as a challenge to them to up their game even more and fight for top spot. Voting for Pub of the Year 2016 closes 
on our website soon and you can help decide whether the SPA retains its local crown or we have a newcomer to submit 
to next year‟s national competition. 

Finally, this year will see our second real ale festival (CRAF 2016), and we‟d be delighted if you joined our growing bunch 
of volunteers to help us repeat last year‟s success. You can register your interest online via the CRAF 2016 website at 
www.cheltenhamcamra.org.uk/CRAF. 
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Upcoming “Ale Ambles” 

Wednesday 2
nd

 March Wednesday 6
th

 April 

 

Destination: Worcester 

Public Transport: By rail (GWR) 

Departing from: Cheltenham Station at 11:48 

Destination: Bristol 

Public Transport: By rail (CrossCountry) 
Departing from: Cheltenham Station at 11:00  

Further details of both trips can be obtained from Veronica Emary at social@cheltenhamcamra.org.uk 
COMPANY LOGOS ACKNOWLEDGED 

 There will be an additional trip to Pontypridd and Trefforest on Saturday 9
th

 April. Full details will be available in the 

April edition of Cheers! and on the website.  

 

Late Night Levy to be scrapped? 

A report published in early February suggests that the controversial Late Night Levy (LNL) – introduced in Cheltenham in 
2014, could be scrapped. The scheme required all licensed premises within a designated area of the town centre to 
contribute if they wished to remain open after midnight. Although the first tranche of cash raised by the levy has now been 
distributed, it was not as much as originally forecast. The report states that less than 40% of the expected income was 
actually received, due in part to many premises either changing their hours so as not to incur the charge or by signing up 
to the various pub watch schemes such as „Night Safe‟ or „Best Bar None‟ which attracted a discount. 

It‟s not all good news though, as the LNL would be replaced by the Business Improvement District (BID) scheme, which is 
being led by the Cheltenham Business Partnership. That would see an increased number of premises within the area 
paying an extra 1.25% on their current business rates to fund similar projects. If the BID is introduced, Cheltenham 
Borough Council is likely to drop the Late Night Levy, although the timings are yet to be decided. 

 

Other Campaign News 

There is currently an Early Day Motion (EDM) before Parliament (No. 759) asking for HM Treasury to freeze the business 
rates multiplier, extend Small Business Rates Relief and apply Retail Relief, which together, could provide pubs with a 
rateable value of £50,000 with a discount. It goes on to say  “(we) call on the Government to look at further ways directly 
to support British pubs through the tax system considering their importance to local communities as well as the local and 
national economy”. At the time of writing, none of the Gloucestershire MP‟s had signed it. 

Meanwhile, another EDM (No. 919), welcomes the impact that the three successive beer duty cuts have had on the UK 
pub industry and calls for another penny reduction in beer tax duty in the next budget, in order to sustain the momentum. 
At the time of writing, only the Tewkesbury MP, Laurence Robertson, one of the EDM sponsors, has signed it.  

 

Pub, Club and Other News 

 A revised planning application has been submitted to CBC in relation to the Russell Arms in Hales Road. An earlier 

unsuccessful earlier application, which was withdrawn following a large number of objections, would have seen the 
pub demolished and replaced by a block of six flats. The new plan sees the retention of a redeveloped pub and cellar, 
but with four apartments replacing the upper floors. CBC Ref 16/00114/FUL refers. 

 Another planning application, which would have seen the former Maple Leaf in Hewlett Road, turned into 9 flats, has 

been rejected. There were almost 70 letters of objections to the proposal. See CBC Ref 15/02269 for details. 

 The St Pauls Tavern has closed following the decision of the current licensee to call time on her 8 year tenure. The 

future of the free-house, in St Pauls Road, is not known. 

 Becoming available early in the autumn will be the tenancy on The Plough in Prestbury. The current licensees, Kathy 
and Keith will be retiring after running the pub for the last five years. The pub won the summer Pub of the Season 
award in 2014 and was a runner up in last year‟s Branch Cider Pub-of-the-Year competition.  

 The former Gold Cup on Coronation Square, closed since 2006, is to be demolished and replaced by a new retail unit. 

 If you have any pub news of your own, then please send it to news@cheltenhamcamra.org.uk and subject to 
confirmation, you might even see it in print!  

 

Brewery News 

 

Tel: 01242 693409 

battledownbrewery.com 
Battledown‟s Premium Ale has won a silver medal in the Cotswold Artisan Drinks 
Awards 2016. 

 

Tel: 07526 934866 

prescottales.co.uk 

Prescott‟s first „Super-6‟ craft ale of 2016 is now available. No.1 is a 5.5%ABV 
American Brown Ale. Meanwhile, two of its core beers, Chequered Flag and Hill 
Climb have been spotted in the Strangers Bar in the House of Commons! 

 

It‟s been confirmed that a new brewery will be opening in Cheltenham. The “Deya Brewing Company”, 
which until now has been using other breweries kit to brew its beers (known as a gypsy brewery), has taken 
up residence on Lansdown Industrial Estate and will be using a 10BBL plant purchased from Harbour 
Brewing Co in Cornwall. The beer, which will be keg conditioned, is also unpasteurised and unfiltered. 
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And finally ...  

A man in Wisconsin USA was pulled over by the police after being seen driving erratically. When the officers confronted 
him having smelt alcohol on his breath, he replied he hadn‟t been drinking – he‟d just eaten beer-battered fish at a 
roadside restaurant. Beef and Ale pie anyone? 

 

Cheers! 

CAMRA Cheltenham Branch 

Events 

2 Mar Ale Amble, by train to Worcester. See above for details. 

10 Mar March Branch Social, starting in The Hewlett Arms, from 8:00pm. 

22 Mar Branch Business Meeting, Cheltenham Motor Club, from 7:30pm. 

6 Apr Ale Amble, to Bristol. See above for details. 

9 Apr A Saturday outing by train, to Pontypridd and Trefforest. Full details next month and on our website. 

Listing correct at time of publication. Please check our website for the latest information 

 
 

CAMRA Discounts 

The following establishments are currently offering a CAMRA discount 

 External Links 

Branch Contact: Rob 0775 274 0488 

Battledown Brewery 10% on all sales Gloucestershire CAMRA www.gloucestershirecamra.org.uk 

Favourite Beers 10% off all cash purchases Tewkesbury CAMRA www.tewkesburycamra.org.uk 

Feathered Fish On Mondays, real ales are now £2.50 North Cotswold CAMRA www.northcotswoldcamra.org.uk 

The Greatfield 20p off all ales every day. On Monday, ales are £2.49 CAMRA National Website  www.camra.org.uk 

The Plough, Prestbury 10% off all real ales on Wednesdays Cask Marque http://cask-marque.co.uk/  

The Old Restoration 10% off all ales. On Mondays all ales are £2.00 Trading Standards tradingstandards@gloucestershire.gov.uk  

Sandford Park Alehouse 10% off all real ale and cider on Mondays Cheltenham BC Planning http://publicaccess.cheltenham.gov.uk/online-applications/  

The Spectre On Tuesdays, all real ales are £2.50 Stagecoach Bus www.stagecoachbus.com/timetables 

Wetherspoons On Mondays, all customers can get 20p off a pint National Rail Enquiries www.nationalrail.co.uk 

Please note that you must present your CAMRA membership card at time of purchase and that 
these discounts are at the discretion of the licensee / owner and are subject to change 

Why not join us at one of our Branch social activities? See the Event Listing below for a 
summary of our Monthly Socials or Ale Ambles. Full details are on our website. 
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