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Cheltenham does it again! 

In February, we reported on the Sandford Park Alehouse winning National Pub-of-the-Year 2015. In 
March, it was Cheltenham Motor Club being voted runner-up in the National Club-of-the-Year 
competition. Now, we‟re pleased to announce that the Branch has won the CAMRA Website of the 
Year award. Congratulations to webmaster Chris Martin and his team. Representatives of the Branch 
were presented with the award at CAMRAs Members Weekend, which incorporates the National AGM, 
in Liverpool in April. 

 

Upcoming “Ale Ambles” 

Wednesday 4
th

 May Wednesday 1
st

 June 

 

Destination: Chepstow 

Public Transport: By rail (Arriva Trains Wales) 

Departing from: Platform One at 10:45am 

Destination: Malvern 

Public Transport: By rail (GWR) 

Departing from: Platform Two at 9:48am 
 

Further details of both trips can be obtained from Veronica Emary at social[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk 
COMPANY LOGOS ACKNOWLEDGED 

 

The May Social 

This month‟s branch social takes us to 
Bishops Cleeve, on Thursday 12

th
 May. 

We suggest getting the Stagecoach „D‟ 

service, which departs from Clarence Street 
at 7:42pm. Don‟t forget, that after 7:00pm, 

you can get an “Evening Rider” Ticket 
(£2.20) for the night. 

The 8
th

 Ale & Steam Spring Weekend Festival 

North Cotswold CAMRA, in conjunction with Gloucestershire and 
Warwickshire Railway will be holding their 8

th
 Spring Festival, over 

the weekend 21
st

-22
nd

 May. You can travel by steam train from 
Cheltenham Racecourse (first train at 10:55am) to either of the festival 
locations at Winchcombe and Toddington stations. Further details 
and a beer and cider list, can be found on North Cotswold CAMRAs 
website at http://www.northcotswoldcamra.org.uk/ 

 

SW CAMRA Campaigning Day 

Instead of the usual quarterly regional meeting, there will be a campaigning event on Saturday 4
th

 June which has been 
organised by North Devon CAMRA. The tour will cover an area on the northern edge of Dartmoor 
visiting pubs that are hard to get to by public transport. If you‟re interested in attending, please let our 
secretary know, secretary[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk, in order that seats on the coach that has been 
arranged from Exeter station can be booked. Full details including a departure time from Cheltenham 
will be available on our website, but we need to be at Exeter for 11:30am. Minibuses will be used to 
travel between the six villages that have been selected in the region. The return coach leaves 
Sticklepath at about 6:00pm, allowing us to get the last train back from Exeter. There will be a charge of about £10 for the 
local transport. 
 

Assets of Community Value (ACV) Update 

We‟re pleased to report that following successful application by Cheltenham CAMRA to Cheltenham 
Borough Council (CBC), the following pubs have received ACV status: The Adam & Eve, Townsend 
Street; Beaufort Arms, London Road; National Hunt, Benhall Avenue; The Plough in Prestbury; Old 
Restoration, High Street; Royal Union, Hatherley Street; St. Paul’s Tavern, St. Pauls Road; Somerset 
Arms, Moorend Park Road; The Umbrella, Arle Road and The Wheatsheaf in Leckhampton. In addition, 
following a successful campaign by the local residents, The Maple Leaf in Fairview have also been 

listed. We are currently awaiting a response from Tewkesbury Borough Council in relation to a number of 
our branch pubs which are in their area. 

So, how does the ACV process work? The ACV listing lasts for 5 years and means that should the owners wish to dispose 
of the properties, they must inform the Council of their intention to dispose of the asset. The Council then gives 
community interest groups six weeks to express an interest to be treated as a potential bidder. This is known as the 
Interim Moratorium Period (IMP). If the council receives a request, that group then have six months to make the bid. If no 
expression of interest is received within the initial six week period, the owner may proceed to dispose of the asset.  
 

UPDATE: Wadworth & Co, owners of The Beaufort Arms, have issued an „Intention to Dispose‟ Notice on the pub. The 
IMP, for the pub, which is being advertised at £395k freehold, runs until the 19

th
 May. 
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May is Mild Month 

It‟s that time of the year again, when CAMRA supports one off the rarer beer styles. If your local has a mild or two on this 
month, let us know by email news[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk with the details and we‟ll add it to the website. 

 

Cheltenham Real Ale Festival (CRAF) 2016 

Planning continues apace for this year‟s 
CRAF, which takes place from Friday 26

th 
– 

Sunday 28
th
 August. 

Changes from last year include single all-day 
sessions on both Saturday and Sunday and 
having all of the beer in the Main Hall. The 
cider bar will move to the area vacated by bar 
three in the Drawing Room, where you‟ll also 
find a selection of craft beer in cans. 

Following feedback from last year, there will 
be additional seating and we‟ll be having an 
outside marquee.  

Tickets – priced, per day, at £5 for CAMRA 
members and £7 for non-CAMRA members, 
will only be available on the door. 

As always, volunteers are the life blood of any 
festival, so, if you can spare us a few hours, 
why not join us? As well as the beer and cider 
bars, we‟ll need help on the non-bar activities. 
Help will also be needed during the festival 
set-up days on Wednesday and Thursday. 

To view the latest news and read the FAQ, 
visit www.cheltenhamcamra.org.uk/craf/ where 
you can also sign-up. 

 

Pub, Club and Other News 

 Congratulations to The Kemble in Fairview Street, which has won the Branch Winter Pub-of-the-Season (POTS) 

award, following an on-line vote. 
 The Shutters Inn, in Gotherington, is currently closed, awaiting the appointment of a new licensee. Owners 

Enterprise, have said that the pub is to undergo a refurbishment and hope to reopen it sometime in May. Cheltenham 
CAMRA have applied to Tewkesbury BC to list the pub as an ACV. 

 Another pub which closed during April, is Cheltenham‟s only “Scottish” pub, The Quaich on St James Street. The 
Arkell‟s pub is due to re-open in the autumn as a „gastropub‟, following a reported 6-figure refurbishment. The outgoing 
licensee will now concentrate on his other Cheltenham pub, The Adam & Eve. 

 Punch Taverns have applied for planning permission to make some internal and external alterations to the ACV listed 
Kings Arms in Gloucester Road. CBC Planning Ref 16/00495 refers. 

 Deya‟s „Steady Rolling Man’, a 5.2% ABV American Pale Ale, is now available at specialist beer shop Favourite 

Beers, which has installed four keg lines to re-launch its draft beer offering. Three of the lines will dispense „Key-Keg‟ 
beers such as those produced by Deya. 

 If you have any pub news of your own, then please send it to news[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk and subject to 
confirmation, you might even see it in print!  

 

Brewery News 

    

Tel: 01242 693409 

battledownbrewery.com 

Tel: 01242 870164 

cotswoldlionbrewery.co.uk 
Tel: 07887 537356 

deyabrewing.com 
Tel: 07526 934866 

prescottales.co.uk 

Prescott’s Super-6 No.2, an intensely hoppy 5.5% Red Rye, is now available. Deya have started test brews on their new 
kit at their Lansdown base. Brewhouse and Kitchen, the micro-brewery chain who are moving into the Brewery 

Complex, are on target to open at the end of May.  

 

And finally ... so what is Key-Keg? 

Essentially, they are sterile bags within an outer plastic sphere capable of holding pressure. When the bag is filled at the 
brewery, it expands to fill the sphere. When served, the beer leaves the bag and the space in the sphere is replaced with 
the dispense gas – which never comes into contact with the beer, unlike a conventional keg. For the brewery, this method 
of dispense means they don‟t have to invest in the expensive metal casks, as key-kegs are non-returnable and 
disposable. It‟s not unusual for key-keg to be unpasteurised and unfiltered, making the beer very similar to cask. 
However, be sure to check what you‟re getting, as they could quite easily be filled with pasteurised and sterile offerings 
such as Fo*ters! 

 

Cheers! 

CAMRA Cheltenham Branch 
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CAMRA Discounts 

The following establishments are currently offering a CAMRA discount 

The small print: Please note that you must present your CAMRA membership card at time of purchase 
and that these discounts are at the discretion of the licensee and are subject to change 

Bank House (JDW) On Mondays, all customers can get 20p off a pint Moon Under Water (JDW) On Mondays, all customers can get 20p off a pint 

Battledown Brewery 10% on all sales The Plough, Prestbury 10% off all real ales on Wednesdays 

Favourite Beers 10% off all cash purchases The Restoration 10% off all ales. On Mondays all ales are £2.00 

Feathered Fish On Mondays, real ales are £2.50 Sandford Park Alehouse 10% off all real ale and cider on Mondays 

The Greatfield 20p off all ales every day. On Monday, ales are £2.49 The Spectre On Tuesdays, all real ales are £2.50 

 

Events 

Wed 4
th
 May Ale Amble to Chepstow. See above for details. 

Thu 12
th
 May Branch Monthly Social to Bishops Cleeve. See above for transport details. 

21-22 May GWR Ale & Steam Festival. Winchcombe and Toddington Stations. Details above. 

24
th
 May Open Branch Business Meeting. Sandford Park Alehouse from 7:30pm. 

Wed 1
st
 Jun Ale Amble to Malvern. See above for details. 

Sat 4
th
 Jun SW CAMRA Regional (Campaigning) Meeting. See above for details. 

Listing correct at time of publication. Please check our website for the latest information 

 
 


