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Help to choose Cheltenham's Good Beer Guide 2018 Pubs 
Cheltenham has a great selection of Real Ale pubs and clubs, some of them nationally recognised, with the Sandford 
Park Alehouse the current UK CAMRA Pub of the Year. Sadly CAMRA's Good Beer Guide only permits Cheltenham eight 
entries. In the New Year the process of visiting candidate pubs for the 2018 guide starts in earnest. These are your pubs 
and it is your guide, so if you would like to suggest any pubs or clubs that you feel are worthy of appearing in the next 
GBG, then  please email Rob at chair[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk and they will be added to the candidate list. Obviously 
the quality and choice of the real ale is very important, but judges are also looking at factors such as friendly welcome, 
product knowledge, sympathy with CAMRA aims, community involvement, comfort, decor and facilities. 

Revitalisation Project – Stage 3 
The results of the Stage 2 Survey have been analysed and it’s clear from those members that responded that: 

• Real ale remains a core issue for almost all members (~98%); 
• There is strong support for cider and perry (~75%); 
• A majority of members are in favour of some recognition of "other high-quality beers" (~65%). 

Michael Hardman, chair of the Revitalisation Committee said: “As always, the views of you, the CAMRA members, have 
been of great value in helping the Revitalisation Project steering committee construct detailed proposals to present to the 
National Executive ahead of the members having the final say.” Further information can be found at: https://
revitalisation.camra.org.uk/blog/revitalisation-project-stage-two-survey-results. Stage 3, the final consultation phase of 
CAMRA's Revitalisation Project has started, and you should all have had an email from Michael Hardman with a link to 
the survey. The Branch urges you all to complete this before the survey closes on November 14th. The future direction of 
CAMRA depends on the recommendations that will come from the results. However, due to the far-reaching scale of the 
proposals, a final decision has been put back a year and the 2017 Members’ conference, at which the results would have 
been voted upon, will now be used as a debating session, with the final options decided by all members in 2018. 

Just What is Brewing at 'What's Brewing'? 
CAMRA's popular monthly 'What's Brewing' magazine is undergoing a review. CAMRA are looking to gauge your opinion. 
What do you like or dislike about the magazine. Is the font too small? Is the content lacking reader input? What is missing 
that you would like to see? What would you like to see dropped? If you have any comments to make about 'What's 
Brewing' then please send them to chair[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk before the end of November. 

“Ale Ambles” 
On Tuesday 1st November, we go to Burford by bus. On Saturday 12th, there is a joint bus trip to Oxford with North 
Cotswold CAMRA. December’s Amble, on Wednesday 7th will take us to Tewkesbury. For more information on these 
trips including the departure  and confirmation of services, please contact Veronica - social[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk. 

Award Presentation 
There will be a presentation to the Jolly Brewmaster on Thursday 10th November for winning the branch Cider Pub-of-
the-Year award. Please note that this event replaces the monthly social, which has been advertised in The Tippler and 
What’s Brewing. This will be rescheduled. 

Charity Sing-along 
This year’s charity sing-along will take place at the Sandford Park Alehouse on Monday 12th December, starting at 
7:30pm. Once again, we’ll have ‘Gren’ on the piano. We’ll be raising monies on behalf of Linc (Leukaemia & Intensive 
Chemotherapy) for their appeal to raise funds to refurbish the intensive chemotherapy rooms at Cheltenham General 
Hospital. So why not come along and show them your support? 

A request to any landlords / licensees reading this! 
There were a lot of pubs in the town running beer festivals or ale promotions during October. Although the information can 
appear on our website as soon as we hear about it, if you’d like to see it listed in Cheers!, then please let us know at least 
six weeks before the event. Please send your details to news[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk. Cheers! is directly emailed to 
all of those in current branch membership for whom CAMRA HQ have valid email addresses
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CAMRA Good Beer Guide 2017 
The Branch has a few copies of the Guide available, at the Members price of just £10. Ideal for Christmas! Please contact 
Rob at chair[at]cheltenhamcamra.org.uk if you’d like a copy 

Champion Beer of Britain 2017 
Hopefully you’ll receive this edition of Cheers! before the voting deadline, which is the 1st November. Initial nominations 
for CBoB are made at a local level so only beers that are produced in the area near you will be available for nomination. 
To vote, log into the CBoB website www.cbobvoting.org.uk using your member login details, where you’ll find all of the 
core brews from Battledown, Cotswold Lion and Prescott listed. 

Pub, Club and Other News 
➢ The Spectre is now offering CAMRA members a 10% discount on all ales on production of your membership card. 
➢ The Slug & Lettuce is undergoing a makeover, change of name (Whittle Taps) and introducing new craft beers. 
➢ The former Quaich is undergoing conversion to the Bottle of Sauce, and is expected to open before Christmas. 
➢ The Royal Well Tavern, badly damaged by fire earlier this year, will reopen on November 24th with a new menu, 

entertainment and longer opening hours. 
➢ The Cheeserollers in Shurdington is in new hands and will now open all day from 11 a.m. 
➢ The Adam and Eve, lower High Street, has had an extensive modernisation with an enlarged skittle alley. 
➢ The Restoration, High Street, recently acquired by Butcombe, will continue to maintain a regular list of guest cask 

beers. The pub will close for three weeks in January for refurbishment and remodelling. 
➢ The Midland, Gloucester Road, has been closed temporarily for refurbishment 

Brewery News 

And Finally ... 
The largest and the smallest. A new bar has just opened in Clitheroe, Lancashire, which claims to be the longest in the 
world. It measures a whopping 106ft (32.5m) and showcases the co-located Bowland brewery and other locally produced 
ales. Meanwhile, in Greenwich, the world’s smallest pub has opened. Conceived by craft brewers Meantime, basically it’s 
a converted 8ft by 6ft shed and punters will need to book a slot for service. 

Tel: 01242 693409 
battledownbrewery.com

Tel: 01242 509946   
brewhouseandkitchen.com

Tel: 01242 870164   
cotswoldlionbrewery.co.uk

Tel: 07887 537356   
deyabrewing.com

Tel: 07526 934866   
prescottales.co.uk

! ! ! !!

Events

1st Nov Ale Amble to Burford. Please contact Veronica for details.

10th Nov Monthly Social, starting in The Jolly Brewmaster at 7:30pm, includes presentation of Cider-POTY award

12th Nov A joint outing, with North Cotswold to Oxford. Swanbrook service 853 from the Royal Well at 10:00am

22nd Nov Business Meeting at The Beehive (Montpelier), from 8:00pm. All members welcome.

7th Dec Ale Amble to Tewkesbury. Please contact Veronica for details.

12th Dec Charity Sing-along. Sandford Park Alehouse from 7:30pm

 4th Jan Ale Amble to Chippenham. Please contact Veronica for details.

11th Jan Monthly Social, starting in The Fire Station/Bottle. of Sauce at 7:30pm

14th Jan Out of Branch trip to Cardiff. Please contact Veronica for details.

 24th Jan Business Meeting at Moran's from 8:00pm. All members welcome

21st Feb Branch AGM at The Beehive (Montpelier), from 8:00pm. All members welcome.

Listing correct at time of publication. Official CAMRA events in bold. Please check our website for the latest info.
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